
Weccacoe FUNdraiser
FUN and FUNding
By Walt Lowthian
Aaaaaaaahhhhhhh¼.. Whew!!!!!!!! We did
it! Weccacoe Playground's June 11
FUNdraiser kickoff had cloudy skies (with
a bit of liquid sky at the end) but sunny
faces, many freshly painted as lions,
fairies, and snakes. The magic number was
1571 ± that's how
many barrettes have
been picked up over
the past few years in
the playground.
Maya Vakharia got
the closest guess
with 1281.

Thanks to our
many sponsors
listed here and to
everyone who came
out to raise money
to revitalize
Weccacoe Playground. Please visit
www.weccacoe.org if you want to donate
further or couldn't make it on Saturday.
For those who missed the FUN
Food and yummies: gluten free hot dogs
and cold drinks donated by Wiccaco
Market, pizzas from Queen Village Pizza,
water ice by John's Water Ice, tea and
lemonade by Philadelphia Java Co.,
pretzels from Center City Pretzels, home
cooked Asian Tacos (yum) by Simran
Sidhu and home baked goodies by Lisa
Miller, Connie Dollak, Rochelle Mantra,
Coleen Williams, and Anita Dupree.

President's message
Central waterfront
Master Plan unveiled
By Jeff Rush, QVNA President
Following is a summary of the scope and
goals of the planning process undertaken
last year by the Delaware River Waterfront
Corporation (DRWC) and presented at the
Festival Pier on June 13.

The plan creates a detailed framework
for growth on the riverfront that uses the
core principles set forth in the 2007
document, ªA Civic Vision for the Central
Delaware,º formulated by PennPraxis after
much public input.

The overarching goal of the plan is to
enhance the value of vacant and under-
utilized waterfront parcels by investing in
targeted public infrastructure projects such
as streets, parks, and trails to spur eco-
nomic development. Simultaneously, these
public improvements are also designed to
reconnect the waterfront to the adjacent
neighborhoods and to the city as a whole.

Specifically, this master plan furthers
the goals of the Civic Vision by setting
forth a public realm plan along the six-mile
waterfront with public parks every half
mile, connected by a waterfront trail and
esthetic improvements to important East/
West connector streets that lead from
adjacent neighborhoods under I-95 to the
waterfront. Additionally, it recommends
public policy in the form of zoning and
design guidelines which promote a dense,
walk-able extension of the city to the
water's edge.

Lastly, the plan includes cost estimat-
ing for public improvements and a thought-
ful investment strategy intended as a
catalyst for development with incremental
improvements to key riverfront parcels.
The plan also makes recommendations for
transportation, waterfront recreation,
public art, preservation and reuse of
historic assets, and conservation and
enhancement of ecological resources.

The Master Plan for the Central
Delaware provides specific proposals to
poduce a high-quality waterfront on the
Central Delaware by aligning the actions
and interests of the public sector with those
of private landowners and developers.

Also announced at the presentation
was a detailed list of projects which the
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QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Blvd.)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

Next QVNA
General Meeting

Thursday, September 15
SEE YOU IN THE FALLCrier
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Wherever you hang your
hammock this summer,

have a great time.
See you in September.

               ÐThe Crier
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Settlement Music School Children's
Choir¼..a lovely performance led by Rae
Ann Anderson. I can still hear their voices
floating through the (temporarily) hushed
playground.

The School of Rock, an energetic,
exciting teen rock band playing everything
from Beatles, Allman Brothers and Queen
to (hey, someone younger¼.help me out!).

Drawing lessons donated by Lisa
Zollinger who offers lessons through her
Young Rembrandts program.

Face painting led by Kate Lutzo.
Coloring and crafts based on the

Lenape Story by Alejandra Mintz
Fifteen raffle prizes donated by local

merchants and neighbors:
· A 1-year membership to Please Touch

Museum and a gift certificate from
CenterCityKids.com

· Gift certificates for restaurants Cochon,

TAXES, TAXES AND MORE
TAXES?
By Richard Wolk , Executive V.P. QVNA
All property owners should be aware that
potentially the most egregious tax plan is
on the Mayor's mind as a way to balance
the City's budget. You might recall that
last year we all received a 10% property tax
increase, and were told this would be a two-
year temporary increase. Due to drastic
cutbacks by the Commonwealth to the City,
the Mayor is suggesting several tax
increases, including a 10 -17% property tax

Continued on page 5
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May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

President's Column                      Continued from page 1

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

DRWC intends to complete within the next five years. Key
elements of the plan include:
· A network of civic and public spaces that are distinctive public
amenities as well as catalysts for private development.

· Increasing free and sponsored events that bring people to the
waterfront, enhancing current programs and expanding to
additional locations on the waterfront.

· Accommodations for diverse land uses along the waterfront,
including the working port, hotels, commercial, retail and flex
office/light industrial. The plan envisions the development of
primarily dense low- to mid-rise residential neighborhoods with
service retail, cafes, bars and restaurants, entertainment venues,
and other uses that support year-round activities.

· New development which maintains a character consistent with
the exisitng character and quality of adjacent neighborhoods and
also matches near-term market conditions.

· A multi-modal transportation and transit plan that includes
facilities for streetcar/transit, vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians
that shapes and serves walk-able communities and links water-
front destinations to each other, connects waterfront residents to
employment centers, provides at-grade service to Center City,
and is an integral element of the regional transportation network.

Four specific ªPriority Sitesºof public land near transit and
other assets have been selected for development in order to
generate a critical mass of activity:

· Washington Avenue
· Penn's Landing
· Spring Garden/Festival Pier
· Penn Treaty Park Area
The  Master Plan is ambitious, but phased so as to be mindful

of economic realities while also seeking to avoid many past
mistakes which stifled development progress on the waterfront.
The plan now goes to the Planning Commission for review,
consideration and adoption.

Please direct your opinions and comments to me at
Jrush2010@aol.com, or call or email info@qvna.org

PARKING
QVNA has been considering ways to increase the inventory  of
on-street parking spaces. One idea being considered is the
possibility of allowing residents with garages to park in the space
in front of their garages. You can help by letting us know how
many cars you have in your household and whether you have a
garage front. This information would be extremely helpful in
determining what strategies would yield the most benefit. Please
call or email the QVNA office at info@qvna.org

Splendor in the Grass
Yippee! Mario Lanza Park's Catharine Street grass area has been
reopened. Come celebrate at `Mario at the Movies,' 8:30 pm,
Wednesday evenings in July; appropriately, the first movie is
Splendor in the Grass. Come earlier with a picnic dinner and a
blanket, kick off your shoes and enjoy the clean green. Grass
areas in the park have been designated dog-free by the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation (check out the new signs) so
remember to keep your pooch at home for this event.

The reasons the grass is designated dog-free are: the grass is
for the enjoyment of people; dog urine burns the grass and kills it;
though most folks with dogs are responsible, some do not pick up
their dog's waste; a dog run exists on the western side of the park,
and there are are other dog friendly areas near I-95 and in the
Federal Park adjacent to Old Swede's cemetery.

Please continue to be patient with the fences on the Queen
Street grass areas as we rework the sod there that has not taken
root.  Ð Gail Chapman, Friends of Mario Lanza Park
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House Tour a success; new parks to
visit; reminder to tend trees
The annual Open House Tour in May was again a delightful
event. Tour-goers came from the surrounding counties in Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey, as well as other parts of the city. This year,
a surprisingly large number came from the 19147 zip code. All of
them were treated to a wonderful array of houses. My thanks to
the homeowners who so generously put their beautiful homes on
the tour: Morris Blackman, Susan and Peter Boni, Anna and Scott
Diskin, Lisa and Barry Lewis, and Richard and Judy Wolk. And
thanks, as well, to fellow committee members, Eileen Gargano
and Carol Purfield.

Visit your new local parks this summer!
Two new green spaces have opened along the Delaware River
within the last several months and if you've not yet visited them,
be sure to put them on your ªTo Doº strolls for the summer.
Washington Avenue Green (formerly Pier 53), just behind the
International Sheet and Metal Workers' building at Delaware and
Washington Avenue, was
officially inaugurated last
October. Follow the signs
and pathway and you will
be treated to a splendid
view of the Delaware River
literally at your feet. The
plantings in the embryonic
woodlands and meadows have started to fill in. Check out the
dendritic (branching like a tree) decay gardens in which the
concrete has been cut into branching patterns imitative of former
creeks that made their way to the river.

The Race Street Pier was formally opened just a few weeks
ago, and what a space that is. A
formerly flat surface has been trans-
formed into landscaped tiers, one of
which rises up like the prow of a boat
as you walk out to the tip. Stay past
sunset and the solar-powered ground
lights create yet another effect.

Saving our trees: Water, water, water.
If you have a tree newly-planted in the last few years, watering is
crucial to its survival. Give your tree 15-20 gallons of water per
week, applied slowly and gently (trickling water hose, treegator
bag; five-gallon bucket with holes punched through). Water
deeply to maximize healthy root growth. The recent intense heat
has put an early stress on newly planted trees, so watering±and
mulchingÐis doubly important throughout the summer. For more
information on proper tree care, visit www.PLantOneMillion.org

Libby Goldstein:
Urban Garden Leader Extraordinaire
By Carla Puppin
How does a garden grow? With planting, watering, tending, and a
bit of a green thumb. For a community garden? Add tenacity,
political savvy, and sweat equityÐlots of it. Today, the
Southwark Queen Village Community Garden (SWQV) on the
300 block of Christian Street, with its mature plants and trees,
garden plots brimming with produce, handsome fence, sheds, and
a gazebo, looks as if it's always been there. Time-travel to the

FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Continued on page 4
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Libby Goldstein                continued from page 3
mid-1970s when this spot was a long-empty,
rubble and weed-filled lot, former home to Henry
Berk Elementary School.

That journey from rubble to rhubarb is due in
large part to Libby Goldstein. A founding member
of the garden in 1976, at about the time she
became first coordinator of Penn State's Urban
Gardening Program Urban Gardening Program,
Libby helped get the garden ªdemonstration siteº
status with Penn State Extension Service which

held classes on recycling, food production and preservation, and
nutrition (today's local food movement has many predecessors).
Libby also helped create many community vegetable gardens in
Latino neighborhoods.

In the mid 1980s, or as Libby dryly put it, ªduring the excellent
reign of Ronald Reagan,º the federally-owned lot was deemed
ªexcess property,º and was for sale. Libby led the fight to keep
the garden, and her formidable lobbying and negotiating skills
with elected officials were key to having it officially deeded to
the city for gardening in perpetuity in 1991.

For 10 years, Libby wrote weekly ªCity Gardenerº columns for
the Philadelphia Daily News and an ªUrban Gardenerº column for
the South Philadelphia Review, weaving
her experience and vast knowledge of
plants (including the Latin names) into
warm and lively articles about garden-
ing, people, and places. Along her way,
Libby turned many people like myself
into avid community garden advocates.

On June 21, Libby was honored by the
gardeners of the Southwark Queen Village Community Garden.
She no longer maintains a plot in the garden, but continues to
cultivate her densely-planted back yard.
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Fitzwater Caf#, Village Belle, Bridget Foy's, Little Fish, La
Veranda, and Restaurant 943, as well as Juju Salon and
Laurentius Salon.

· Two prints by artist/neighbor James Dupree, a signed children's
book, The Silk Princess by author/illustrator/neighbor Charles
Santore and a terrarium from ª4mula.º

· An Eagles football signed by Harold Carmichael and two
Phillies tickets

And to those who produced the fun (working many hours
for many weeks beforehand) a HUGE THANK YOU: John
Amadio, Suzanne Cross and Marianne Sparta ± lots of knowing
what to do and doing and doing it. Without them there would
have been no FUN or FUNdraiser.

Nikki Hagedorn who did our publicity artwork (really good,
isn't it?).

Neville Vakharia who set up our website (www.weccacoe.org)
and endured a late breaking site crash. (It works now. You can find out
about playground plans, communicate with us, make a donation.)

And the Saturday crew not mentioned above: Ravi Acharya,
Irene Amadio, Larry Blackwell, Charlie Branas, Mark Burrows,
Karen Carter, Carl Cross, Dick Hoffman, Eleanor Ingersoll,
Phyllis Goltra, Gary Mintz, Jim Pfizenmeyer, Beatrice Ryan,
George Sparta, and Joanne Taylor.

So, you see, it takes a village to make a village. Join us to
enhance this village asset.

Weccacoe¼..a pleasant place. Weccacoe Playground¼..a
pleasant place to play.

TAXES     continued from page 1

Weccacoe FUN       Continued from page 1

hike for all property owners this year. Still looming is the Full
Evaluation Property Tax that will have a drastic effect on long-
term residents, senior citizens, middle and lower income families.
 We fought for years to eliminate the Foxwood Casino from our
river front and won. We have proven that a dedicated citizens'
campaign can have a seat at the table advocating for reasonable
solutions to today's economic problems.
 Therefore QVNA calls for interested parties to come forward
and join us in the formation of a Tax Committee. If you are
interested please e-mail info@qvna.org, or call Carla at the office:
215-339-0975. Please leave your name, e-mail address and
telephone number.
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Yes, I'd like to be an active part of Queen Village:
Ð  Individual $25 Ð  Family $40 Ð  Friend $100 Ð Benefactor $500
Make checks payable to QVNA. Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID & 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too! Designate Donor Choice &558

Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning · Taxes · Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees · Bike Racks · Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best place

to live in the city. Working together we can preserve what we

Have something to say? Do it in the Crier.
Submit your stories by mail or email, and make sure

to include contact information.

We're cleaner with your help!
Since late 2003, QVNA has contracted with a local company,
LRC Services, to pick up litter once a week on sidewalks and
curbs for all the north-south streets between Bainbridge and
Washington Avenue, including Moyamensing and Passyunk
Avenues, from Front to the east side of 6th. LRC's litter pickup is
about 2000 bags a yearÐapproximately 31,000 pounds of litter.
QVNA spends $15,000 a year for this weekly service. Senator
Farnese has made it possible for QVNA to apply for a $5000
grant from the state that will help offset the cost of the cleanups,
but we need your help.

If you like this program, please show your tax deductible
appreciation by making a contribution to the clean-up fund
(See fundraising coupon below.)

Enjoying the View in Queen Village
By Cynthia Temple
I've lived in Queen Village for over 25 years, but as a member of
the Historic Preservation Committee, I'm just now learning from
some of our more knowledgeable members about local architec-
ture. A surprising thing happened . . . as I walk through the
neighborhood, I now see some things for the very first time! I
notice when traveling through other neighborhoods that I appreci-
ate both their similarities and differences with Queen Village. I
recently learned about two examples of somewhat common
attributes of our neighborhood: ªgambrelº roofs and ªdormerº
windows.

A gambrel roof, also known as ªDutch gambrel,º has two slopes
on each side, instead of the more common single slope, with a
steeper angle on the lower slope. The word ªgambrelº also refers
to the joint in a horse's hind leg, which some say the angle of the
roof resembles. A dormer window is one that projects from the
roof, often the lower slope of a gambrel roof, and is generally used
to increase the amount of space and light in rooms contained
within the roof space. See this site (http://www.facebook.com/
qvhpc) for ªEfficiency in historic buildings: insulating dormer
windows.º

This 1966 photo, at left, looking
southwest of 26 Queen Street,
shows a home with both features,
first on left. It was demolished in
the '60's to make room for I-95. A
very nice example still stands at 9
Queen Street, just before
Swanson Street, below right. And
another beautiful home built

before 1762 at the north corner of Bainbridge and Front Streets
shows us a fine example of a gambrel roof.

So one some pleasant day when the sun is
shining, take a walk around the neighborhood
and enjoy the beauty and diversity in and
around Queen Village. And let us know what
you see, and most appreciate. We would love
to hear from you. Email us at
history@qvna.org

Photo credits: Above, James L. Dillon, Library of Congress
HABS PA1613; At right, John Moran, Library Company of Philadelphia

Kid Fest Fantasy: Bikes and firetrucks
The Friends of Mario Lanza Park hold Kid Fest events each
Tuesday at 7 pm (no rain dates).
· Bike Parade, June 21
Decorate your bike, scooter, or just wear your wheels and parade
around the neighborhood with a police escort.
· Firetruck Parade, June 28
A real fire truck! Get sprayed by the hose. Wear bathing suits and
bring a towel.
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ABRAHAM  PLANNING  SERVICES

Bill Abraham , CRPC
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Effective, ªstress-freeº
retirement investment strategies

Call: (866) 269-3564 or visit: www.Abraham-PS.com

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600

Sustainability Committee update:
16 residents sign up for audits
In an effort to help residents increase home energy efficiency, the
Queen Village Sustainability Committee teamed with the Phila-
delphia Energy Works program earlier this year to choose a Home
Energy ConsultantÐStar Energy SolutionsÐto offer and conduct
discounted home energy audits. Sixteen households are participat-
ing in the first QV Group Purchase Energy Audit; 15 of which
have already had their discounted audit performed.

Homeowners will soon receive audit reports outlining a
prioritized list of home improvements that can increase effi-
ciencyÐranging from switching out incandescent lightbulbs for
CFLs and adjusting the setting on a water heater, to specific
tailored solutions, such as how to insulate an air-leak in a ceiling.

Star Energy Solutions assists homeowners receive energy-
efficiency loans and rebates, finds contractors, and helps com-
plete the work. The auditor identifies leaky doors, windows, and
insulation, and safety issues such as gas leaks and mold.

At the end of June a raffle will identify two participants who
will get the remainder of their audit costs completely paid by
QVNA. The Sustainability Committee hopes to offer a second
round of discounted audits this fall for the heating season.

Want to purchase green electric energy but you've not had the
time or energy to sort through the different electricity suppliers?
PennFuture has made it much simpler for all of us. Go to http://
www.PennFuture.org and click on ªenergy,º then  ªshopping for
electricity,º then ªbuy green electricity.º Several companies offer
100% wind, or a combo of hydropower, wind, and solar or
geothermal. The PennFuture site also gives information on the
source of the power, making it easier to support a renewable
energy project that's local. PennFuture does not rank the compa-
nies, because different people are looking for different things. To
compare prices go to www.papowerswitch.com




