
President's message
CASINO UPDATE
By Jeff Rush, QVNA President
Last month we reported that the odds of a
casino being built at Delaware and Reed
Streets had gotten about as bad as trying to 
make a broken straight after the flop, a bad
hand of poker best dropped. Most
observers believe Foxwoods went to Court
not so much as to try to overturn the
Gaming Board's decision to revoke its
license as to try to recover its $50 million
license fee.
 Last month members of the Pa
Gambling subcommittee held a public
hearing at City Hall to discuss the future of
the second casino license which is
currently allocated to the City. Members of
the committee are sponsoring House Bill
65 which would allow the vacated license
to be re-bid statewide.

At this hearing Deputy Mayor Allan
Greenberger asked that the city be allowed
to retain the license although not at
Delaware and Reed and strongly advocated
for more city control over where to site the
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Join the Sustainability Committee for a
special preview screening of a 30-minute
documentary on how the Philadelphia
Water Department's ambitious program for
managing storm water runoff problems
can beautify neighborhoods, connect
residents to our local waterways, educate
the next generation, and restore community
pride. We'll watch ªGreen City, Clean
Watersº followed by a discussion facili-
tated by Queen Village resident Barry
Lewis, Executive Director of GreenTreks
Network, the award-winning Philadelphia
non-profit environmental communications
group that created the film.

Come see the film at 7:30 pm,
Wednesday, March 23, at Weccacoe
Playground Building in the 400 block of
Catharine Street.

When it rains in the City of Brotherly
Love, our aging sewer system can be easily
overwhelmed, causing sewage and runoff
to back up into basements or gush un-
treated into our rivers through overflow

pipes. Instead of going the route of many
other cities and building miles-long,
multibillion-dollar tunnels to store this
storm-water overflowÐand then pumping
it back into the system for treatment when
the rainwaters subsideÐPhiladelphia's
long range vision offers a more holistic
approach.

ªGreen City, Clean Watersº looks at
how green stormwater management is
slowly transforming the city into an oasis
of rain gardens, living roofs, treescapes,
and porous pavementsÐa parking lot re-do
in East Falls; a variety of green techniques
put in place at Germantown's Waterview
Rec Center; the complete overhaul of
Herron Playground at 2nd and Reed; flood-
preventing planters at Columbus Square
Park; greening a schoolyard at Greenfield
Elementary, 22nd and Chestnut; and a
neighborhood makeover in the 6100 block
of Spruce.

Advocates say these approaches are
cheaper than tunnels and make for a more
livable, prettier city with higher property
values and better community health.

QVNA Board Changes:
slots filled and a thanks
At the February QVNA Board meeting, the
Board approved the appointments of Keith
Grube and Amy Shelanski to fill two empty
Board positions. Keith, of the 100 block of
Catharine Street, has lived in Queen
Village since 1996. He is an attorney who
specializes in corporate law. More recently,
he has been involved with real estate
renovations and property management. At
QVNA, he has been active on the Tax and

SPECIAL FILM PREVIEW: ªGreen City, Clean Watersº

When it rains, it could pour community benefits

ATTENTION ALL
ARTISTS AND CRAFTS PEOPLE¼

`Art in the Park' in Mario Lanza Park
will be held from

11 AM TO 5 PM, SUNDAY, MAY 15
(rain date of Sunday, May 22)

This is a very successful, well attended
annual event for artists to show and
sell their work. The $25 fee per 8x8
space goes towards beautification of
the park. Call Gail Chapman, 215-922-
1829 by May 6 to reserve your spot
and for other information.

DON' T KEEP THIS  NEW UNDER YOUR HAT ;
SPREAD THE WORD!
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·  ·  ·  ·
The answer is 950.

See bottom of page 2 for the question
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casino. Mr. Greenberger said the City still
favors siting the casino on east Market
Street to support the newly-expanded
convention center and other tourism, and to
anchor much needed development in the
corridor.

Some time ago, a number of
Chinatown civics expressed strong
concerns when Foxwoods was considering
moving to the Strawbridge building at 8th
and Market Streets. The attempt aborted
when the Gaming Commission abruptly
ordered Foxwoods back to Delaware and

Congratulations to QVNA
President Jeff Rush on his

appointment to the City Zoning
Board of Adjustment (ZBA).
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May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

Queen Village has one of one of the largest concentrations of
18th- and 19th-century historically significant homes in the
nation. How many of them are designated historic in the
Register of Historic Places? Find the answer on the QV
website (info@qvna.org) where you can also view a Guide to
Historic Homes.

Historic
Houses
of the
'Hood

President's Column                      Continued from page 1

Reed Streets.  
Later, and as reported in the press, Mr. Greenburger was

quick to mention no decisions have been made as to where the
City might advocate siting a second casino. Also mentioned as a
possibility was the 27-acre Pinnacle site, a loser in the original
selection process, north of the Sugarhouse Casino on Delaware
Avenue.

Also testifying were Ed Coryell, Sr., Business Manager for
the Carpenter's Union and a PICA representative (PICA oversees
city finances). Both supported retention of the license as a means
to generate construction and permanent employment and also to
raise needed tax revenue for the city.

Paul Boni, formerly the attorney for Casino Free
Philadelphia, asked the committee to study the ªsevere negative
impacts of predatory convenience gamblingº and advocated
dumping the license as well as recommending that the State,
which is now ªpartners with casinos, to get out of the business
altogether.º

Ever since the odds began dwindling that a casino would be
built at Delaware and Reed Street a number of us from the
neighboring civics have been asking the Delaware River
Waterfront Corporation (DRWC) to take another look, as part of
the master planning process, to alternative development
possibilities for this huge tract of waterfront real estate. 

QVNA will devote its March 17 meeting to a presentation by
the DRWC on its current plans for the southern waterfront with
questions and discussion to follow. This is an excellent
opportunity to see where we might be headed as well as to
comment before the master plan is written in stone.

THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 7:30 PM
ON MARCH 17 AT ST. PHILIP NERI'S CHURCH ON

THE 200 BLOCK OF QUEEN STREET.
WE URGE ALL QUEEN VILLAGE RESIDENTS

TO ATTEND.
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FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Keep Up the Sweep Up!
That's the theme of this year's city-wide Spring
Cleanup scheduled for April 2, from 9 am to 2 pm.

Register a project request or volunteer at phillyspringcleanup@phila.gov
The City's new ªUnLitter usº campaign

also includes Litter Free Zones, Litter Free School
Zones, and Business Ambassador Programs.
For information on these efforts to ªstop litter
once and for all, visit
PhiladelphiaStreets.com/litter-free-zone

Annual Queen Village Open House Tour:
What about your house? Or Garden?
The Open House Committee already has a few homes for our
32nd annual Open House Tour, but we are still seeking others.
What makes for a great home for the tour? 18th Century trinity to
21st century, historic to contemporary, traditionally decorated to
modernÐwe always have a delightful array of houses on the tour
that are beautifully, creatively, charmingly decorated. Do you
have a beautiful garden you'd like to show off? You can put your
first floor and garden on the tour!

The tour is on Sunday, May 15, noon to 4 pm. Tour-goers
come from the surrounding suburbs, and beyond, and also from
right here in the city. The common denominator seems to be that
they all enjoy looking at homes and exploring neighborhoods,
whether for historical detail or decorating ideas, or just for
pleasure. As well, tour goers delight in hearing homeowners tell
about their homes.

If you put your home on the tour, you'll have an automatic
deadline to finish up a project and get everything in such good
order that you'll be able to spend the summer relaxing. It's an
opportunity to show off your home (receive lots of compliments)
and our neighborhood, and help QVNA all at the same time. The
tour is a fundraiser. Tour-goers pay to take the tour, and all
proceeds come back to our community.

Interested but have questions? Don't hesitate to email
info@qvna.org or call me in the office.

Calling all tree lovers:
TreeVitalize Tree Planting, Saturday, April 16
QV Tree Tenders has almost 50 trees to plant on Saturday, April
16, and we need volunteers!

Planting a tree involves a series of steps and it's really true
that many hands make light work.

We need volunteers to help dig out dirt in tree pits, load
wheelbarrows with mulch, take the mulch to sites, sweep up.

We have trained leaders who will guide you, so experience is
not necessary.  If you are already a Tree Tender (having taken the
Philadelphia Green course), here's the opportunity to hone your
skills. If you've never planted a tree, here's the chance to take
part. Please call or email me if you'd like to help.  There's a real
pleasure in walking by trees that you helped to plant!
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Board Changes     continued from page 1
Transportation Committees. Amy, from the 100 block of Carpen-
ter Street, has lived in Philadelphia since 1972 and has called
Queen Village home since 2002. After spending 25 years in
public relations and marketing in the pharmaceutical industry, she
made a career change five years ago, and now works as a real
estate agent. She has served on the Old City Civic Association
Executive Board and the Pier Five Condominium Board; was Co-
President of the Waterfront Civic Association.  Here in Queen
Village, she was a founding member of the Friends of Shot Tower
and also was president of QV Dogs.

Jeff Hornstein, recently elected to the QVNA Board, resigned
to run for City Council.

Thank you to Don Ackerman, who left the Board at the end
of his 2009-10 term. Don was one of the Board's longest-serving
members, and over the last 15 years served in various capacities
as a Director, as Treasurer, and as Vice President. A resident of
Queen Village for over 30 years, Don has always been engaged in
quality-of-life issues, whether serving on an Anti-Graffiti Com-
mittee in the mid 1990s, the Bylaws Committee, or most recently,
the Casino Committee in the fight against Foxwoods Casino at
Delaware Avenue and Reed Street. Don is also a long-time
volunteer with the Friends of Mario Lanza Park where he will
continue to grill his famous hamburgers at their events.

New Mario Lanza sod to be dog-free
By Gail Chapman
The Friends of Mario Lanza Park are very pleased to report that
new sod will soon be installed in Mario Lanza Park, replacing the
worn-out and damaged grass of the lawn areas. This improve-
ment, together with the new automatic irrigation system installed
last fall was a major investment for the Friends. The total cost
was $20,000Ðwe raised $10,000 which was matched by a
greening grant from QVNA.

This marks a turning point
for the park's lawns. Given the
small size of the park, the
proximity of the dog run, and
the limited number of public
grass areas in general in Queen
Village, the Department of
Parks and Recreation (DPR)
has approved the grass areas in
Mario Lanza Park to be dog
free. Keeping dogs off the grass
will help the grass stay green
and viable and will provide a
healthy environment for
residents of all ages. It is an
inarguable fact that dog urine
burns and kills grass. Dog feces
carry disease and even when
removed, often leaves traces
behind. This has no place in
such a small area where people
lounge, picnic, or play. Once
the sod is installed, we will
install signs around the grass
perimeters as reminders.

With Mayor Nutter's
GreenWorks initiative, Phila-
delphia is on track to becoming
the greenest city in the country.
Restoring and maintaining the
grass areas in Mario Lanza Park
is part of that initiative.

DOG RUN SURFACE
IMPROVEMENTS  UPDATE
Choosing the most suitable
surface for the dog run in Mario
Lanza is proving to be more
complex than the Dog Run
Committee had anticipated.
Thanks to everyone who sent in
their comments over the last
month. We continue to research,
evaluate, talk to contractors,
and get estimates as quickly as
we can, in anticipation of
getting a new surface down
with the return of warmer
weather. As we have continued
to gather information, we have
found that  the pea gravel we
were initially considering posed
additional problems. We are
now researching a number of
surfaces as well as focusing on
installing a sprinkler system.
Our goals are to install the most
appropriate (affordable) surface,
dramatically reduce dust issues,
and simplify the maintenance
needed to keep the run clean
and healthy. We hope to have
this resolved and contractors
lined up within the next few
weeks.
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Making Meredith a Great School
By Janet Pinkerton
ªFrom good to greatº Ð that's the
community demand for William M.
Meredith Elementary School, located at
5th and Fitzwater Streets. Principal Cindy
Farlino (shown at right) is embracing the
challenge, happily.

Farlino came to Meredith, long
known as a top K-8 Philadelphia public
school, in August 2008, after being
director of instruction in Philadelphia's
South Regional office. She succeeded a
much-respected principal, Stuart
Cooperstein, and inherited a large, pro-
active Home and School Association.

Farlino herself is a former Home and School Association
president (at Feltonville Elementary, which her now-grown
daughters attended). In 1991, after a layoff from a job, she earned
a teaching certificate from the University of Pennsylvania and
taught at Central East Middle School (now Feltonville Arts &
Sciences) for about 15 years, becoming an assistant principal
before moving to the South Regional office.
Farlino said the ªgreatest highº of her new job has been getting to
know Meredith's community, the catchment for which includes
parts of Bella Vista and Queen Village.

ªPeople are such deep thinkers and have such high expecta-
tions and are demanding. And that's wonderful. That's what
makes a school great: when people don't settle for mediocre
education.º

Meredith students score well in standardized testsÐin the top
quintile, in fact. But Farlino seeks to move the school well
beyond test score achievement. ªWe need to meet the needs of
kids at each level of their development.º

Her vision is to place the Meredith student body in the
ªglobal contextº and to guide students to become critical thinkers.
This means giving students more control over their learning and
more opportunity for real-world application of skills.

In the 2009-2010 school year, Meredith teachers imple-
mented Reader's/Writer's Workshop, a school-wide literacy
program based on principles of Educators Nancie Atwell and
Lucy Calkins. The Workship weaves poetry and literature into the
school day; students are given relative autonomy over what they
read, guided freedom in their writing, and frequent opportunities
for class presentations.

Struggling readers are reading with more engagement, while
better readers are moving to higher levels through the Workshop,
said Farlino, adding that it contributed to the school's jump in test
scores: to 90.8% math proficiency math in 2009 (up from 71.6%
in 2007) and to 85.1% reading proficiency (up from 73.9%
percent in 2007).

Also new for this school year:
· A Parents Lending Library offering books on special
education, the Readers' Writers' Workshop, child develop-
ment, and titles popular with students.
· Expanded arts programming
· Spanish and Italian instruction for grades 5-8.
· Laptops for 4th and 5th grades (Home and School Associa-
tion fundraising, teamed with school district and federal
grants,paid for laptop carts for 4th to 8th grade classrooms.)
· An urban gardening project from a grant from PECO and
The Franklin institute.
Farlino believes parents have the ultimate power to improve

their children's schools. ªAll schools can become Meredith. All
schools could gather parents and community and become better.º

For more information or to volunteer, contact Meredith
School Principal Cindy Farlino at (215) 351-7360.

Janet Pinkerton is editor of the Bella Vista Town Watch
newsletter, from which this is reprinted.

NEXT  MONTH : NEBINGER SCHOOL
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Yes, I'd like to be an active part of Queen Village:
Ð  Individual $25 Ð  Family $40 Ð  Friend $100 Ð Benefactor $500
Make checks payable to QVNA. Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Contributions may be tax deductible. QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too! Designate Donor Choice #558

Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning · Taxes · Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees · Bike Racks · Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best place

to live in the city. Working together we can preserve what we

We're cleaner with your help!
Since late 2003, QVNA has contracted with a local company,
LRC Services, to pick up litter once a week on sidewalks and
curbs for all the north-south streets between Bainbridge and
Washington Avenue, including Moyamensing and Passyunk
Avenues, from Front to the east side of 6th. LRC's litter pickup is
about 2000 bags a yearÐapproximately 31,000 pounds of litter.
QVNA spends $15,000 a year for this weekly service. Senator
Farnese has made it possible for QVNA to apply for a $5000
grant from the state that will help offset the cost of the cleanups,
but we need your help.

If you like this program, please show your tax deductible
appreciation by making a contribution to the clean-up fund
(See fundraising coupon at the bottom of this page.)

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

Thanks for help on computer recycling
Thanks to the anonymous, eagle-eyed, reader who was nice
enough to call to say we reported the wrong telephone number for
Nonprofit Technology Resources which recycles computers and
computer-related items. Call 215-564-6686 before dropping off
your donation.

There's a new commercial offer, too, though we don't know
anyone who has tried it. The electronics store, Best Buy, an-
nounced a Buy Back program whereby customers purchasing a
laptop, netbook, tablets, post-paid cell phones, or television can
also purchase a recycling plan. A customer buying a new laptop,
for example, can purchase the Buy Back program for $69.99.
Best Buy guarantees it will buy back the laptop within two years,
with customers able to get up to 50% of the purchase price back
as long as the device is in good working condition. Once Best
Buy repurchases the device, it will be resold, refurbished, or
recycled.

Online commentator Ariel Schwartz says, ªWould it be more
environmentally sound for consumers to simply stick with the
same personal electronics for years on end? Of course. But that's
not going to happen anytime soon, and Best Buy's program is at
least a smart stopgap solution.º

ABRAHAM  PLANNING  SERVICES

Bill Abraham , CRPC
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Effective, ªstress-freeº
retirement investment strategies

Call: (866) 269-3564 or visit: www.Abraham-PS.com



Queen Village Crier 7                March, 2011

Have something to say? Do it in the Crier.
Submit your stories by mail or email, and make sure

to include contact information.

Martha found Bodine Street Garden
by Tracey Levesque
Gardeners were thrilled when Martha Stewart Living Magazine
found The Bodine Street Community Garden website and asked us
to participate in the March 2011 gardening issue. Not only was this
a terrific chance to highlight some of the gardeners' produce and
recipes, but an even better opportunity to showcase urban, commu-
nity gardening and the vast benefits of preserving a city's green
space. What a celebration for this little 30-year-old garden that the
community spent four years working to save from development.

Check out this little corner of Queen Village in the March 2011
issue of Martha Stewart Living. The iPad edition has a video and
some additional features. Visit the Bodine Street Garden Web site,
www.bodinestreetgarden.org, for links to the video and behind-the-
scenes pictures.

When Martha Stewart's crew came calling, Jess and Nora made a
cupcake sunflower and Ezra, Maya & Josephine made a salad for
the cameras.

A photo of Josephine Levesque,
2 years old at the time, opens
the Bodine Garden's website
home page.




