Casino Update

by Jeff Rush, QVNA president
Make no mistake, the PA Gaming Board has
dealt our Riverfront Communities a heavy

body blow with its order to Foxwoods to re
turn to the river or lose its license:

From PlanPhilly: Foxwoods petitioned
for the reprieve after many delays caused
friction with city officials during the past
three years, questions of the location of th
casino, several lawsuits, the appointment ¢
a special master to oversee the approvals
process and a frozen economic environme
for development loans.

8] can't reiterate enough the concern of
the board [about] any further discussion or
a relocation? said Gaming Control Board
Chairman Gregory Fajt, shortly before the
board voted 7-0 to grant the extension. 2YQ
were given a license for Columbus Boule-
vard. You were given a license for a facility
that you showed in front of this board + a
big dog-and-pony show of what that facility
would look like.

aWe all ... understand that times change.
But | cannot say it enough + say it emphati-
cally enough * that we expect that facility to
be on Columbus Boulevard and be substan-
tially similar to what was presented to this
board?®

As for other considered locations at the
Gallery and the old Strawbridge's depart-
ment store at 801 Market Street, Fajt (boand
chair and Gov. Rendell's Chief of Staff) wa
unequivocal®l'm telling you, it's a fool's
errand. We expect you to get this facility up
and running. You owe it to the taxpayers of
this Commonwealth waiting for tax relief. ..
You owe it to the people who are looking fg
jobs in the Philadelphia area?

With that admonishment, the gaming boal
laid out 10 conditions Foxwoods would havs
to meet or be unceremoniously stripped of
license. By Foxwood's own admission, it re-
mains to be seen whether they can comply.||
they cannot, the selection and siting proces
go back to square one.

Despite public expressions of solidarity
with their waterfront neighbors, following
the hearing and apparently 8spared® of hav
ing Foxwood's sited on East Market Street
members of various community groups celt
ebrated in the streets of Chinatown and, inf
explicably, the same was reported in Socigty
Hill, a neighborhood which would be sub-
ject to many of the same traffic problems
with a river siting as would their neighbors

Continued on page 2

At the September meeting
Joanne Dahme, of the Philadelphia Wate
Department (PWD), will make a presenta
tion on two new projects that PWD has
initiated to promote sustainability and
help alleviate stormwater run-off. For
more about the stormwater project, go td
www.phillyriverinfo.org For more about
the Model Neighborhoods project, go to
www.PHILLYWATERSHEDS.org
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Queen Village

QVNA General Meeting
September 17, 7:30 pm

Joanne Dahme, Philadelphia Water
Department, speaks on
Washington Avenue Storm Flood
Relief Project and
Model Neighborhoods Program

" residents. Today, the 140-year-old landmark
is shuttered and vacant, a victim of a
declining congregation, dwindling funds,

Treasured Neighborhood
Landmark:
From guiding ship to

shuttered vacancy . neighborhood. The fate of the property is

in the hands of the Evangelical Lutheran
.| Church in America or its Southeastern
'_Pennsylvania Synod.

¢ Queen Village was part of the
| Southwark district when Emanuel

German Evangelical Lutheran
L_Church's cornerstone was laid on July
B 29, 1868. Founded to serve German
and German-speaking congregants,
the church had 500 families when it
was consecrated on July 4, 1869.
The steeple's clocks were made by the Von
tallest 19th-century structure in the Christian M!llinger firm of Berlin, renowned
neighborhood. in Europe for the artistry of its terrestrial and

When Emanuel opened in 1869, that @stronomical clockworks. Its three bells were
graceful 187-foot-tall steeple became ~ cast locally by the Joseph Bernhard foundry
an instant and enduring Philadelphia  (Bernhard’s foundry is one of two that claim
landmark. It guided ships coming up ~ the honor to have drilled out the small crack

the Delaware River, and the bells of its IN the Liberty Bell in 1846). The double-
clock tolled time for neighborhood height sanctuary on the first floor is sur-
rounded on three sides by a gallery. Together

they can hold an estimated 2,500 people.

by Al Dorof, co-chair,
Historic Preservation
Committee

Few people in Queen Villa
could tell you where the
Emanuel German
Evangelical Lutheran
Church is located. But
almost everyone knows |
the church for its
stunningly beautiful spire
at South 4th and Carpenter Streets,

the

On an evening
this past June,
Marty Labb,

life-long residentf§ |
of the 900 block @
of South Secondji
regaled over 50

Growth and Decline

Emanuel's congregation grew and prospered
for 40 years. By 1906, more than half of its
German congregants moved to west and north
Philadelphia, and to the suburbs. They were
replaced by African American, Polish, Irish,

people with Italian, and other newcomers to Queen
reminiscences Village. Emanuel adapted to its community's
of life in the changing demographics, offering its first
neighborhood English-language services and social pro-

grams and charities to benefit the poor of its
Southwark neighborhood.

But the congregation continued to dwindle
in the post-war years, numbering fewer than
200 by the mid-1950s, half of whom lived

outside the neighborhood. Emanuel's building
Continued on page 4

even before it was called Queen
Village. The full transcript, with
accompanying photos, is available
at www.qvna.org Click on @oral
history® on the home page.
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Natural Foods

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.

www.trinityframing.com

215.351.1600

President's column continued from page 1

to the south. As we've seen all too often, preneatiglebrations can
result in extreme disappointment.

The Mayor's reaction: Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutteaid
he was adisappointed® with the ruling. @My adminiation has been
working diligently with both Foxwoods and Sugart®oser the last
year and today's news is a step backwards. Theidatiat the Dela-
ware waterfront is a bad site for the Foxwoods oesit was a bad
site a year ago, and it remains a bad site today?®

Nutter said his support of the 8th and Market gites based on a
location that will allow for the fastest start operations and
agreatly needed tax revenues almost immediately®

Councilman DiCicco's reaction: 2Unfortunately, the extension of
Foxwoods' license and the condition that the projaast be built at
its waterfront location is a poor decision that dages Philadel-
phia's fabric. Current traffic problems will be eserbated making it
difficult for customers to arrive and driving doygaming revenue.

aWhile casino development could enhance surroundbingj-
nesses, Foxwoods Casino on the river would hindamgighbors. In
contrast, a Center City location may have providedeconomic en-
gine to help revitalize Market East. More peopletioa street would
have allowed for more commercial opportunities.

aBetter transit systems would have eased traffisocgons. The
proximity to the Convention Center would have guégad a con-
tinuous stream of patrons as well as improved itkedihood of ex-
panded hotel rooms and other businesses. In sti@casino would
be a driver for redevelopment and new jobs.

alt is disappointing, although not surprising, thtte Board failed
to see these benefits and instead sought the fastdsasiest route®

Governor Rendell said hetdidn't care where they sited Foxwoods
only that they get off the dime and in the grouthd& a bad archer,
the Governor just can't find the target and hisstng, indiscrimi-
nate and insensitive actions again threaten todateour riverfront
communities with traffic while destroying the hopesd hard work
of all those public, private and civic organizagdo plan and build a
21st century waterfront of which we all could haezn proud.

Undeterred, and despite the elusiveness of a soluti, QVNA
will continue to work with State, Local officials and members of
all the various community groups in the hopes of fiding com-
mon ground. Our 2progress® will be reported as evets clarify.

PROPERTY TAXES

Double barreled shotgun. Casinos and taxes. Awthiting, legisla-
tion to get the City past its immediate budget peots is stalled in
the State House over clauses in the legislatiorhviviould reign in
future spending for union pension benefits. Itapéd differences

will be ironed out in time to avoid devastatingsut City services
including Police and Fire.

More 2good® news. At a hearing at City Hall last mtio the
Mayor's Tax Task Force, said it would recommend & fifuture
tax strategy away from stifling business taxes,dtuhe expense of
middle class property taxpayers. The task force neacharged with
looking into the BRT which is widely recognizedtzedly flawed
and seemingly incapable of fairly assessing cigpprty values.

As this is written there are reports of the firgive of property tax
hikes in Pennsport. Since the Tax Task Force taswmended go-
ing to an actual value initiative (AVI), previoustalled &full valua-
tion° those of us living in middle class city gaborhoods will be
expected to shoulder the burden of providing thg ®ith a major
portion of its funding, irrespective, apparentlftloe fairness or ac-
curacy of current assessments,

QVNA has been meeting internally and with other ciics, and
will continue to do so, to devise strategies to adess what is the
growing outrage over policies that if fully implemented threaten
the City's overburdened middle class and that of th City itself.
Check the QVNA website for updates (www.QVNA.org).
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