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Treasured Neighborhood
Landmark:
From guiding ship to
shuttered vacancy

by Al Dorof , co-chair,
Historic Preservation
Committee
Few people in Queen Village
could tell you where the
Emanuel German
Evangelical Lutheran
Church is located. But
almost everyone knows
the church for its
stunningly beautiful spire
at South 4th and Carpenter Streets, the
tallest 19th-century structure in the
neighborhood.

When Emanuel opened in 1869, that
graceful 187-foot-tall steeple became
an instant and enduring Philadelphia
landmark. It guided ships coming up
the Delaware River, and the bells of its
clock tolled time for neighborhood

At the September meeting
Joanne Dahme, of the Philadelphia Water
Department (PWD), will make a presenta-
tion on two new projects that PWD has
initiated to promote sustainability and
help alleviate stormwater run-off. For
more about the stormwater project, go to
www.phillyriverinfo.org For more about
the Model Neighborhoods project, go to
www.PHILLYWATERSHEDS.org
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residents. Today, the 140-year-old landmark
is shuttered and vacant, a victim of a
declining congregation, dwindling funds,
and changing demographics in the
neighborhood. The fate of the property is
in the hands of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America or its Southeastern
Pennsylvania Synod.

Queen Village was part of the
Southwark district when Emanuel
German Evangelical Lutheran
Church's cornerstone was laid on July
29, 1868. Founded to serve German
and German-speaking congregants,
the church had 500 families when it
was consecrated on July 4, 1869.

The steeple's clocks were made by the Von
Christian M!llinger firm of Berlin, renowned
in Europe for the artistry of its terrestrial and
astronomical clockworks. Its three bells were
cast locally by the Joseph Bernhard foundry
(Bernhard's foundry is one of two that claim
the honor to have drilled out the small crack
in the Liberty Bell in 1846). The double-
height sanctuary on the first floor is sur-
rounded on three sides by a gallery. Together
they can hold an estimated 2,500 people.

Growth and Decline
Emanuel's congregation grew and prospered
for 40 years. By 1906, more than half of its
German congregants moved to west and north
Philadelphia, and to the suburbs. They were
replaced by African American, Polish, Irish,
Italian, and other newcomers to Queen
Village. Emanuel adapted to its community's
changing demographics, offering its first
English-language services and social pro-
grams and charities to benefit the poor of its
Southwark neighborhood.

But the congregation continued to dwindle
in the post-war years, numbering fewer than
200 by the mid-1950s, half of whom lived
outside the neighborhood. Emanuel's building

Casino Update
by Jeff Rush, QVNA president
Make no mistake, the PA Gaming Board has
dealt our Riverfront Communities a heavy
body blow with its order to Foxwoods to re-
turn to the river or lose its license:

From PlanPhilly: Foxwoods petitioned
for the reprieve after many delays caused by
friction with city officials during the past
three years, questions of the location of the
casino, several lawsuits, the appointment of
a special master to oversee the approvals
process and a frozen economic environment
for development loans.

ªI can't reiterate enough the concern of
the board [about] any further discussion on
a relocation,º said Gaming Control Board
Chairman Gregory Fajt, shortly before the
board voted 7-0 to grant the extension. ªYou
were given a license for Columbus Boule-
vard. You were given a license for a facility
that you showed in front of this board ± a
big dog-and-pony show of what that facility
would look like.

ªWe all ... understand that times change.
But I cannot say it enough ± say it emphati-
cally enough ± that we expect that facility to
be on Columbus Boulevard and be substan-
tially similar to what was presented to this
board.º

As for other considered locations at the
Gallery and the old Strawbridge's depart-
ment store at 801 Market Street, Fajt (board
chair and Gov. Rendell's Chief of Staff) was
unequivocal: ªI'm telling you, it's a fool's
errand. We expect you to get this facility up
and running. You owe it to the taxpayers of
this Commonwealth waiting for tax relief. ...
You owe it to the people who are looking for
jobs in the Philadelphia area.º

With that admonishment, the gaming board
laid out 10 conditions Foxwoods would have
to meet or be unceremoniously stripped of its
license. By Foxwood's own admission, it re-
mains to be seen whether they can comply. If
they cannot, the selection and siting process
go back to square one.

Despite public expressions of solidarity
with their waterfront neighbors, following
the hearing and apparently ªsparedº of hav-
ing Foxwood's sited on East Market Street,
members of various community groups cel-
ebrated in the streets of Chinatown and, in-
explicably, the same was reported in Society
Hill, a neighborhood which would be sub-
ject to many of the same traffic problems
with a river siting as would their neighbors

On an evening
this past June,
Marty Labb,
life-long resident
of the 900 block
of South Second,
regaled over 50
people with
reminiscences
of life in the
neighborhood
even before it was called Queen
Village. The full transcript, with
accompanying photos, is available
at www.qvna.org Click on ªoral
historyº on the home page.
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President's column       continued from page 1

to the south. As we've seen all too often, premature celebrations can
result in extreme disappointment.

The Mayor's reaction: Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter said
he was ªdisappointedº with the ruling. ªMy administration has been
working diligently with both Foxwoods and Sugarhouse over the last
year and today's news is a step backwards. The fact is that the Dela-
ware waterfront is a bad site for the Foxwoods casino. It was a bad
site a year ago, and it remains a bad site today.º

Nutter said his support of the 8th and Market site was based on a
location that will allow for the fastest start of operations and
ªgreatly needed tax revenues almost immediately.º

Councilman DiCicco's reaction: ªUnfortunately, the extension of
Foxwoods' license and the condition that the project must be built at
its waterfront location is a poor decision that damages Philadel-
phia's fabric. Current traffic problems will be exacerbated making it
difficult for customers to arrive and driving down gaming revenue.

ªWhile casino development could enhance surrounding busi-
nesses, Foxwoods Casino on the river would hinder its neighbors. In
contrast, a Center City location may have provided an economic en-
gine to help revitalize Market East. More people on the street would
have allowed for more commercial opportunities.

ªBetter transit systems would have eased traffic concerns. The
proximity to the Convention Center would have guaranteed a con-
tinuous stream of patrons as well as improved the likelihood of ex-
panded hotel rooms and other businesses. In short, the casino would
be a driver for redevelopment and new jobs.

ªIt is disappointing, although not surprising, that the Board failed
to see these benefits and instead sought the fastest and easiest route.º

Governor Rendell said he ªdidn't care where they sited Foxwoods
only that they get off the dime and in the ground.º Like a bad archer,
the Governor just can't find the target and his stunning, indiscrimi-
nate and insensitive actions again threaten to inundate our riverfront
communities with traffic while destroying the hopes and hard work
of all those public, private and civic organizations to plan and build a
21st century waterfront of which we all could have been proud.

Undeterred, and despite the elusiveness of a solution, QVNA
will continue to work with State, Local officials and members of
all the various community groups in the hopes of finding com-
mon ground. Our ªprogressº will be reported as events clarify.

PROPERTY TAXES
Double barreled shotgun. Casinos and taxes. At this writing, legisla-
tion to get the City past its immediate budget problems is stalled in
the State House over clauses in the legislation which would reign in
future spending for union pension benefits. It is hoped differences
will be ironed out in time to avoid devastating cuts in City services
including Police and Fire.

More ªgoodº news. At a hearing at City Hall last month the
Mayor's Tax Task Force, said it would recommend a shift in future
tax strategy away from stifling business taxes, but at the expense of
middle class property taxpayers. The task force was not charged with
looking into the BRT which is widely recognized as badly flawed
and seemingly incapable of fairly assessing city property values.

As this is written there are reports of the first wave of property tax
hikes in Pennsport. Since the Tax Task Force has recommended go-
ing to an actual value initiative (AVI), previously called ªfull valua-
tion,º those  of us living in middle class city neighborhoods will be
expected to shoulder the burden of providing the City with a major
portion of its funding, irrespective, apparently, of the fairness or ac-
curacy of current assessments,

QVNA has been meeting internally and with other civics, and
will continue to do so, to devise strategies to address what is the
growing outrage over policies that if fully implemented threaten
the City's overburdened middle class and that of the City itself.
Check the QVNA website for updates (www.QVNA.org).
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FROM CARLA PUPPIN
QUEEN VILLAGE NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Trial ªdog-free areaº off Front Street
depends on neighbors' goodwill
In late July QVNA initiated a trial ªdog-free areaº on one of the
four grass areas that run between I-95 and Front Street, from
South Street to Pemberton Street. Residents with small children
who live just off Front Street in that area had contacted QVNA
over the last year and again in late spring as to whether one of
those four grass areas along I-95 could be designated ªdog free.º

They recognized that dog owners use the area, but were
frustrated that they could not bring their small children onto the
grass for health and safety reasons. These neighbors asked if just
one of these four areas could be made off-limits to dogs, so that
they would have one grass area that would be safe and healthy for
their children. That seemed to be a fair and equitable request so
QVNA initiated the trial on the southern-most grass portion
adjacent to Frederick's Restaurant with the placement of signs on
the perimeter of the area.

We were remiss in our notification to all users of those grass
areas. An email blast should have been sent out in advance
explaining the request, the circumstances, and the impending
placement of the signs. Everyone should recognize, however, that
the four grass areas along that portion of Front Street are public
space meant to be used and enjoyed by all residents. The restric-
tion on dogs from just one of those areas is an attempt to accom-
modate families with children and others who would like to enjoy
the grass in that public space. We apologize for the insufficient
advance notice, but hope the reasoning underlying the decision is
understood and respected. This trial depends solely on the
goodwill of all neighbors to work.

Note: That grass area will be cordoned off in late September or
early October for three to four weeks for turf renovation. Turf
renovation will include aerating the soil, adding a top-dressing
of compost and re-seeding. Re-seeding requires several weeks
to take, so we ask that everyone respect the fencing during the
time it is up. 

THANK YOU TO DUSTIN ALMON, the Queen Village resident
who came up with the idea of a community-wide, same-day,
sidewalk sale. We tried it this past June with an email blast
notification. About a dozen residents contacted the office to
participate and many asked to repeat it next year.

November QVNA Board elections
In November, elections will be held for the QVNA BoardÐ
officers and four board positions. Several current officers and
board members will run for second terms and we encourage
residents who are interested to run. To be eligible to run for the
Board, you must be a resident of Queen Village and you must
have attended and signed in at a minimum of four QVNA-
sponsored meetings within the year.

Your own skills, expertise, a commitment to work with others,
and your enthusiasm are all part of the mix of a well-functioning
board. What QVNA accomplishes cannot happen without a board
that works together and thinks about the big and little picture. If
you are interested and eligible (and can commit to the first
Thursday of every month), email a brief statement about yourself
and why you want to run for the board. You can also nominate
someone in writing, or from the floor at the September and
October general meetings. Candidates and their biographies will
be published in the November Crier before the elections on
November 19.
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Emanuel Church Continued from page 1
fell into disrepair; its steeple clock stopped and its bells fell silent.
When Southwark Plaza, a low-income housing development, was
built on the four adjoining blocks, Emanuel's parsonage and 419
row houses, many owned by congregants, were razed.

By 1959, the church was at a crossroadsÐwhether to follow the
exodus of its congregation to the suburbs or remain in Queen
Village. Emanuel chose to stay and renew its commitment to
active participation in the community as an urban ministry. In the
early 1960s, a $90,000 renovation project rebuilt the sanctuary
and the church organist restored the pipe organ and the steeple
clock. The renovated building was re-dedicated on May 2, 1965.
Community Service and Demise
With support from the Lutheran Board of American Missions and
Lutheran Children and Family Services, Emanuel established
social programs and community services. Emanuel's contribu-
tions to the Queen Village community have included a community
center, settlement house, hospitality kitchen, school and kinder-
garten, after-school care, and a family and community life center.
It continued the charity programs for the poor that were estab-
lished at its founding in 1869. Emanuel also provided support and
leadership for the effort to stop construction of I-95 through the
heart of Queen Village along Front Street. 

When, in the late 1980s, government and Lutheran Church
funding was cut, many programs were discontinued. As the
congregation withered to fewer than 50 members in the last
decade, Emanuel found it difficult to remain open for religious
services, much less to maintain the largeÐand largely vacantÐ
building or even a few social services. The congregation shuttered
Emanuel in fall 2008, and has merged with the St. John the
Evangelist Church at 1332 South 3rd Street.

The fate of the now vacant property will be decided by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or its Southeastern
Pennsylvania Synod will decide what to do with the vacant
property. Putting it on the market is a likely outcome.

[Editor's note: This is an excerpt. For the complete article, go to
www.qvna.org link to Queen Village History.]
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Help Queen Village meet
the future proudly!

Zoning · Taxes · Clean & Safe Streets
New Trees · Bike Racks · Parking

Queen Village Neighbors Association works on all those fronts
and more to assure that our neighborhood remains the best
place to live in the city. Working together we can preserve
what we love while we plan and improve for the future.

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ Email:___________________________________

Ð  Individual sponsor $25 Ð  Family Sponsorship $40
Ð  Friend $100 Ð Benefactor $500

Please make all checks payable to QVNA.

Mail to, or drop off, at QVNA, P.O. Box 63763, 19147
Contributions may be tax deductible.
QVNA Federal Tax ID # 23-2025152. Consult your tax advisor.

United Way Donor Choice helps QVNA, too!
You can also contribute to QVNA by designating Donor
Choice #558 on your United Way pledge form at work.

Design Team Selected for Pier 11
by Mike Hauptman
Co-chair, Queen Village Zoning Committee
Director, Delaware River Waterfront Corporation
The first project to go forward under the direction of the newly cre-
ated Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (DRWC), which re-
places the former Penn's Landing Corporation, will be the renova-
tion of Pier 11 as a new public park. Pier 11 is the first pier south of
the Ben Franklin Bridge and offers a unique and dramatic setting for
what will be the kick-off project for the development of the entire
waterfront from Oregon Avenue to Allegheny Avenue. Following the
review of numerous design team proposals and the public presenta-
tions by the four finalists, the firm of Field Operations was selected
to lead the project. The New York firm, whose principal James Cor-
ner has strong Philadelphia connections, has become well-known for
the design of the innovative and popular High Line park in Manhat-
tan. (www.thehighline.org)

While all of the finalists presented exciting and varied concepts
for the pier, Field Operations' approach, which emphasized simplic-
ity, an understanding of the budget and schedule and an appreciation
of the pier's potential to be a wonderful people place, won over the
selection committee. The scope of the design also includes connect-
ing the pier back to its Old City neighborhood by making improve-
ments to Race Street as it passes under I-95.

The DRWC Board places great importance on the success of this
project as the first step of a much more comprehensive Master Plan
for the entire waterfront. In fact, 23 proposals from design teams
have now been received from an impressive range of firms. The
selection process to choose one of these teams for this enormous
effort is now underway.

Two other smaller projects that are getting started are the creation
of a bike trail along the river from Mifflin Street to Lombard Street
and the renovation of Pier 53 located behind the Sheet Metal Work-
ers Building. The bike trail should be open this fall.
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Cadence Cycling Foundation
sponsors bike team at Courtyard
by Carla Puppin 
ªIt's fun%º
ªYou get to see different parts of the city.º
ªGetting in shape.º

Those were just some of the responses of Team Jackie Jones
members at the Courtyard at Riverview Apartments when asked
what they like about cycling. We're not talking casual biking ei-
ther, but competitive cycling. The eight team members Ð Dasan
Gregory, Jordan Gunter, Zahir Thomas, Kyle Goldsmith, Kim-
berly Keyes, Aaron Ford, Tamir Wenton, and Zakey Fletcher Ð
have all committed themselves to at least two, and often three,
rigorous bike rides a week as part of the Cadence Cycling
Foundation's program.

The Foundation was launched by former Flyers president Jay
Snider two years ago and is managed by Ryan Oelkers, a former
cycling pro. Its mission is ªcreating opportunities and enrichment
through cycling.º It worked with local schools and Interstate Land
Management Corp. (the management company at the Courtyard)
to publicize the program and organize teams. The Foundation
provides bikes, helmets, and coaching, interspersed with aca-
demic support.

Named to honor the late vice-president of Interstate Social Ser-
vices nation-wide, Team Jackie Jones is one of eight teams of
teens Cadence Cycling Foundation has organized in Philadelphia.
Co-Captains Gregory and Gunter, and Thomas have been on the
team since its inception, and the others started this year. As a
team, they decide their route for each ride, whether Kelly Drive,
Fairmount Park, or the Phillies Stadium. As with any cycling
team, they work on keeping the same pace, ªdrafting offº as each
takes a turn at leading, and perhaps most important, not leaving
anybody behind.

The team has participated in races and rides, including the
American Cancer Society's 65-mile ride in July, an appropriate
one because the team's namesake, Jackie Jones, died of cancer
two years ago. Jones was instrumental in adding the social ser-
vices to Interstate's program.

Jackie Jones bicycling team members (not shown Wenton and Fletcher).

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660
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May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

Penn's Village: Neighbors Being Neighbors
Would additional support help you to stay in your Center City Phila-
delphia home as you get older? Want to participate more fully in our
vibrant community, giving neighbors a little assistance? A non-profit
organization, Penn's Village provides both services for members and
volunteer opportunities for residents able to contribute time and
friendship. We are in the vanguard of non-profit groups aiming to
make city living easier and more enjoyable. Like two sister organi-
zations, Beacon Hill Village in Boston and Capitol Hill Village in
Washington, D.C., we help members with everything from transpor-
tation and home maintenance to shopping and dog-walking.

For a modest annual fee ($500 a year, individuals; $750, house-
hold), with grant-funded financial assistance available, Penn's Vil-
lage members can call or email us to ask questions, arrange assis-
tance or participate in a variety of social activities Ð book groups,
get-togethers, cultural expeditions. We carefully screen volunteers to
provide many free services; and when volunteers are unavailable, we
arrange for professional services. Penn's Village works closely with
both Pennsylvania and Thomas Jefferson University Hospitals, to
facilitate appointment scheduling, resolving billing issues and as
members' advocates. We have similar relationships with local in-
home nursing and home health agencies.

Volunteers help members with grocery shopping, home repairs,
computer support, transportation to medical appointments, while
also providing a little companionship

If you'd like to help friends and neighbors to live happier, safer,
easier lives, consider volunteering. Many of our members are also
volunteers. Visit pennsvillage.org, or email info@pennsvillage.org.

Penn's Village will host an information meeting at 6 pm, Octo-
ber 1, at First Presbyterian Church, 201 South 21st Street (entrance
on 21st, south of Walnut). Refreshments will be served. To RSVP or
for questions about the program, call 215-925-7333.

With the help and continued support of Michael's Brick Pointing, the
Friends of Beck Park (2nd & Beck Streets) finished work paid for by a
$10,000 DCED grant. The finishing touches included installing a comfort-
able new bench and two planting urns, and finishing a brick wall.Thanks
to all who helped and the continued support of Michael's Brick Pointing.

BOOK CLUB READINGS
Join The Book Club at 7 pm on the following Mondays at Old
Swedes' Church, Christian St and Delaware Ave, to discuss:
September 21: Thunderstruck by Erik Larson. Marconi's quest for
the first wireless transatlantic communication alternates with the tale
of a mild-mannered murderer caught as a result of the invention.
October 12: The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid. A
Pakistani Princeton graduate worked in a New York firm and fell in
love with a well-connected American girl. Then the twin towers fell.

November 16: Netherland by Joseph O'Neill. A Dutchman adrift in
New York City after 9/11 and a marriage breakup finds solace by
playing cricket with comrades from the West Indies and Asia.

December 14: My Life in France by Julia Child. When she moved
to France in 1948, she knew nothing about cooking until she began
taking classes at the Cordon Bleu.
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