CASINO UPDATE

by Jeff Rush QVNA President

The Sugarhouse Casino, slated for
location on the waterfront in Fishtowr
has apparently gotten all needed
approvals and secured its financing;

groundbreaking is set for October 8. |t~

is not known whether table games,
recently approved and added to the
proposed State budget will be
incorporated into this or any other
Pennsylvania casino. As this date
grows near, fresh demonstrations by
neighbors are occuring protesting
what they say will be a dramatic
increase in traffic and crime.

As previously discussed in this
column, on September 1 the
Pennsylvania Gaming Board ordered
Foxwoods back to its original site at

Delaware and Reed Streets. We werg

informed that this was a distinct
possibility, and now we're again faceq
with the same concerns as our
neighbors to the north. Adding 25,00
cars to an already saturated interstat
system remains an unmitigated
prescription for big problems.

The Gaming Board laid out the
following schedule of demands
Foxwoods must follow in order to
avoid losing their license:

- As of October 1, Foxwoods had
to begin to provide monthly
written updates on its progress
with a detailed plan due on
October 15 showing how it will
provide 1500 slot machines in an
interim facility on or before May
29, 2011.

- On or before November 30,
2009, Foxwoods must submit its
plan, substantially similar to its
original submission for an interim
facility and a timeline for

commencement and completion ¢f

all phases of development.

- No later than February 28, 2010,

Foxwoods must submit its
financing plan and letters of
commitment.

We were greatly saddened that the
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Taxation without Hesitation

by Bill Landy

Board member and Chair of the
QVNA Tax Committee

Over the summer, about 15,000
property owners across the City
received their notices of a change in
market value from the Board of
Revision of Taxes (BRT). Many of
these letters were sent to Queen
Village residents indicating appraisal
value increases that would result in
proposed 2010 real estate tax

strongly encouraged to exercise your right
to an appeal for relief from these onerous
increases.

Councilman DiCicco's office wrote to
BRT Chairman Charlesretta Meade con-
cerning these appraisal increases. In the
letter, he provided details that would
actually support no increase in property
values in the upcoming year. Rather, he said
property values are decreasing. He cited the
National Association of Realtors' estimate
athat Philadelphia's median sales prices
increases of as much as 800%! have decreased by approximately 7% in the

The increases were sporadic past year. Further, since the mid-2006 peak,
and inconsistent from street to streetsale prices have decreased by about 14%.°
and sometimes on the same street. DiCicco says he awill aggressively
An application for appeal of the new explore legislative remedies to the Board's
valuation has been included with appraisal methods,° and that he is 2now
each notice letter, as well as informa- forced to question the Board's governance.®
tion regarding special provisions for The QVNA Tax committee is ready to

low income senior citizens. You are Continued on page 3

City Harvest plot shares its cool weather crops
By Anne Harvey
We're just beyond the autumnal
equinox, also known as Harvest
Home, which seems an apt refer-
ence for one of the most quietly
successful ventures in the
Southwark-Queen Village (SWQV)
community garden. Fall is typically
the time of year when many gar-
deners hang up their trowels and
put their gardens 2to bed.° But the

Continued on page 5
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President's column:
Casino Update & taxes

PGCB saw fit to end Foxwoods efforts to re-sitd, bu
needless to say, this no-nonsense timetable haoted to
express doubt that Foxwoods can pull all this mffime to
save their license. City officials have privatedy it be
known, however, that should they attempt to impede
Foxwoods in any way they would face contempt @tai
and risk imprisonment.

Those of us who have been working to re-site these
casinos over the last several years continue tghwibie
admittedly dwindling options but continue to hakie t
protection of our communities at the heart of atticans
and wish to assure the residents of Queen Villagktiae
other waterfront communities that nothing has cleang
this regard. We will continue to keep the community
appraised as this story unfolds.

Despite the uncertainty created by riverfront casin
sitings, work is progressing on plans to upgraée th
waterfront. On October 1 there was be a public mgeo
discuss plans for Pier 11 and a new waterfronebatnt
coalition met on October 6.

continued from page 1

TAXES

As of this writing 15,000 city homeowners received
reappraisals from the Board of Revision of TaxeRTB
Especially hard-hit were center city neighborhoods,
including Queen Village, with some reports of
dramatically increased assessments. This will edhbk
last round of increases.

Perhaps on the brighter side, there appears tesbhda
consensus in City Council for a new governing gtrresto
either reform or replace the BRT which is known enfar
its patronage connections than for its professismalAt
last month's QVNA membership meeting, Councilman
DiCicco expressed an understanding of the urgemcy t
make these changes and is taking the lead in Cldonci
initiate needed reforms.

Council is considering separating the assessmeht an
appeal functions, the former going to the city fioa
department which would hire professionals to revers
many years of inaccurate assessments. This plaldwou
create a new board to handle appeals. Look for an
announcement about this very soon. Also, see atrepo
page 1 of thi€rier from Bill Landy, Chair of the QVNA
Tax Committee.

QVNA will host a Candidates Night at our
general membership meeting which will be held
at St. Philip Neri's Church at at 7:30 pm,
October 15. At stake in the November 3 election

I 267-505-7178 I are District Attorney, Controller, and Judgeships.
Insured A QV Company .: We urge all Queen Village residents to attend.
Queen Village Crier 2 October, 2009



New neighbor welcomed to QVNA

with a basket of goodies

By Charles Schmitt

After many months of hard work and dedication by
members of the Welcome Committee, the first Welcome
Basket was recently delivered to a new neighbor on
Hancock Street, the Flora family. The basket dopth
merchandise and special gift certificates from miacgl
merchants.

Mrs. Flora responded, @What a pleasant surprisedee
to Philadelphia and get an official 2welcome.° Exbough
we have been here only a short time, we can sanwge h
lucky we are to have landed in this community.°

The Welcome Committee was David O'Donnell's idea g
a means to foster a sense of community and frieesti
among all the residents of Queen Village. He wassted
by Co-Chairman Charles Schmitt, marvelous Barbaipl&
and terrific Cathy Wolfdll pictured below, as well as
others not pictured.

Merchants who wish to contribute to the Welcomekigas
and neighbors who would like to help the Welcome
Committee should contact Charles Schmitt at
schmittcr@comcast.net If you have new residentgoam
block, please email Charles with their name andestd

Taxation continued from page 1
assist, as well. Please contact us through theiteebgou
either need help with your appeal to the BRT orttarjoin
our committee.

The next QVNA Tax Committee will be meeting at 7:3
pm, Wednesday, October 14 in the Weccaco Playground
building (400 block of Catharine Street).

QVNA Community

Parking Lot
Only $85 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street between Front
and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660
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