
Save the date
The Annual QVNA
Christmas Party will
be held 6:30 to 9:30 pm, Wednesday,
December 16 in beautiful historic Old
Swede's Church hall.

QVNA General Meeting
November 19, 7:30 pm

St. Philip Neri, 218 Queen Street
GUEST SPEAKER:

STATE SENATOR LARRY FARNESE

QVNA BOARD VOTING,  7:30 - 8:30 pm
Bring ID; fill out a membership application to

join, and vote on the spot.
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Candidates for election to QVNA Board
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Residents will elect QVNA Board
officers and fill five Board positions at
the November meeting. Below are the
candidates' biographical statements.

Jeff Rush (Running for President)
Those of you who've been reading my
column in the Crier for the last 33
months know my name is Jeff and I'm
running for re-election as President of
QVNA. Early in my term we moved to
reform the QVNA bylaws to simplify
voting procedures and have strived to
make your civic open to dialog with the
neighbors through the QVNA website,
email communications, the Crier and
public meetings.

I am quite proud of the accomplish-
ments of our Director and Board which
I believe to be functioning at a high
level. Building on the work of past
QVNA administrations, we maintain
and have enhanced a well respected,
robust volunteer committee system,
which includes zoning and liquor
licenses, town watch, casinos, taxes, and
transportation, to name a few. We have
proudly added the ªforgotten blocksº
taskforce on our southern most sector to
our family of committees, chaired by
our newest board member, Ted Warren.

The last several years have been quite
demanding as we worked through
various problems most notably the
waterfront casino sitings. As hard as we
all worked to have the casinos sited
away from our neighborhoods,
Sugarhouse has finally broken ground
and Foxwoods has been ordered to
move ahead at Delaware and Reed
Streets by State authorities.

It is unclear at this point whether

Foxwoods will be able to meet their planning
and financing requirements but in any case, if
re-elected, we will continue to work to protect
and enhance this neighborhood to the absolute
best of our ability.

I consider community service a privilege and
respect for others' opinions to be the most
important aspect of that service. I believe by
temperament and experience I have helped
build on the work of so many contributors to
our great neighborhood and ask for your
support at the November 19th QVNA elections.

Richard Wolk  (Running for Executive Vice-
President)
Three years ago I stood before you as a
candidate for the Board and pledged that if
elected I would fight for transparent and open
elections. No more pre-requirements other than
being a resident of Queen Village. I achieved
this goal soon after my election. Now it's up to
you to come out, register and vote. The more
people involved in our civic association the
stronger politically we become to fight to keep
casinos away from the river, to fight for
equitable property taxes, to keep our seniors in
their homes, to help the less fortunate in our
midst and to provide safety for all of our
citizens. These are the issues that I fight for
every day on your behalf.

A charter member of the Delaware River
Neighborhood Alliance, I have fought for the
re-siting of the casinos from the river so that
the river bank could be used as a green space
for the recreation and pleasure of all Philadel-
phians. The fight continues. As a member of
our Zoning Committee I have been entrusted in
making sure that our beautiful village remains
essentially true to its historic roots. I now also
gladly serve on our Tax Committee where we
will continue the fight for fairness in property
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Battle continues over
Revision of Taxes Board
By Jeff Rush, QVNA President
The City is moving rapidly to address
problems with the Board of Revision of
Taxes. The following is a recap of events
to date.

On October 23, the Tax Task Force
presented its recommendations for future
tax policy to Mayor Nutter. The Task
Force proposed shifting a greater portion
of taxes to property owners. However,
they acknowledged this shift will result in
a precipitous and rolling tax increase on
the city's middle class.

Neighborhood groups meeting individu-
ally and collectively since late summer
have expressed grave concerns about all
this and, while accepting the need to pay a
fair share of the tax load, by no means
have written the City a blank check.

In mid-October, the following resolu-
tion was endorsed by representatives from
several 1st District neighborhoods:
ªThe Communities of Queen Village,

Continued on page 2

Revitalized spray pool
area coming soon to
Shot Tower!
By Jared Littman
The Friends of Shot Tower, a neighbor-
hood group dedicated to the beautification
and physical improvement of Shot Tower
Playground, has exciting news. Our group
was awarded a city-funded $50,000
GreenPlan Philadelphia grant to revitalize
the spray pool area on the west side of the
park. The grant was extremely competitive
as over 40 city park groups applied.

The dilapidated spray pool will be
transformed into a haven for children to
laugh, play, and cool off in the hot
summers. Work includes refinishing the
cracked surface; installing new and
exciting spray posts and ground sprays;
and activating a publicly-accessible water
flow push button. The redesign will
benefit residents of all ages as the entire
surrounding area and side passageway
will be revitalized. We will plant trees and
install new plants; build a ªgreen wallº
cabling system for climbing vines to
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719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
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Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
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Battle over tax board              continued from page 1
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Pennsport, East Passyunk Crossing, Washington Square West and
River's Edge strongly support legislation to reform or otherwise
dismantle the BRT and look forward to public hearings in City
Council in order to participate in deliberations as to how best to
put years of abuse and miscalculation by the current failed
process of determining market values for tax purposes behind us.º

On October 27, the City began hearings on the abolition of the
BRT and reassignment of its duties. This would be accomplished
by creating an Office of Property Assessment and by creating a
new Board of Property Assessment Appeals. The Mayor, with
Council approval, would appoint the members of these various
entities. A total restructuring of the system is a vital first step in
reforming the property tax assessment and appeal process.

To address the ballooning tax load, the Tax Task Force recom-
mended a ªhomesteadº tax reduction, built in caps and other
means to  buffer or ªlessen the burdenº of these new taxes, but the
reality is, according to the Tax Task Force report, that the neces-
sary technology to insure ªfair and accurateº assessments will not
be in place before 2012.

The 1st District representatives' resolution continues:
ªFurther, on behalf of the residents of the aforementioned

communities, the respective Boards of these associations call on
City Officials to rescind all planned and actual tax increases for
2010 and immediately enact a moratorium on new real estate tax
assessments by the BRT (or its successor) unless or until the
process for determining market values has been made demonstra-
tively fair, accurate and removed from political contamination.º

QVNA will continue to represent this neighborhood's vital
interests regarding taxes and will report important develop-
ments as they occur.

Two Upcoming Events:
Landscape paintings at Alliance;
Two Tenors at St. Philip Neri

· QV resident Willam Kosman's landscape paintings are on
view at the Alliance Francaise de Philadelphie (1420 Walnut
Street) from Friday, November 13 through December 23. Kosman
studied at the Art Students' League in New York, the Fleisher Art
Memorial, and the Conservatoire des Arts Plastiques in Fresne,
France. He paints the Normandy countryside, and his works have
been exhibited at the Woodmere Art Museum and the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art's Artworks Gallery.

· Most of us are aware of the rich music heritage and tradition of
Queen Village. Join St. Philip Neri as two of our finest tenors Ð
Leon Plocha and Jack Paulos Ð accompanied by organist,
Marianne Molinaro, lead us in a Carolfest, ªDo You Hear What I
Hear?º at 7 pm, December 2 at St. Philip Neri, 218 Queen Street.
Interesting facts will be blended into the program. Did you know,
for instance, that ªOh Little Town of Bethlehem,º was written by
an Anglican Bishop at Holy Trinity Church on Rittenhouse
Square in Philadelphia in 1868 after a visit to the Holy Land? All
are invited. Bring the children. Join your neighbors; we'll have
refreshments. Become part of the long and ongoing Queen Village
musical legacy.
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QV Tree Tenders needs volunteers!
Do you enjoy being outside? Do you enjoy our street trees? QV
Tree Tenders invites you to join in with a very small, but devoted
handful of volunteers. We have organized several tree plantings
over the last five years in conjunction with the state sponsored
ªTreeVitalizeº program and with a few more hands, we could also
organize tree care sessions to improve the pits in which trees are
planted. Consider taking the Philadelphia Green Tree Tenders
workshop coming up in January. Go to www.pennsylvania
horticultural society.org and follow the link to ªTree Tenders.º
Contact Carla at info@qvna.org

Note to all new tree owners: If you have a treegator bag on your
tree, remove it for the winter. The bark of trees is meant to be
exposed to the elements.

Old computer monitors, TVs:
Curbside for the trash? No!
Computers and other electronics contain numerous hazardous
materials or metals. Computer monitors, for example, contain
four to eight pounds of lead. Here are a couple of ways in which
to safely dispose of computer equipment. Take it to the Streets
Department's Hazardous Waste Drop-Off sites. There are several
in the city, all listed on the Department's web site at
www.phila.gov/streets

Also check out the Clean Air Council's web site. By follow-
ing the links at www.useitagainpa.org you can find a number of
companies in Philadelphia that take computer equipment.
                                    Ð Carla Puppin, QVNA Executive Director

Coming soon to Shot Tower Continued from page 1

provide shade; and install new benches. The Friends of Shot
Tower want the area to serve as a communal ªfront yardº where
families and friends will come to play, talk, and relax. We hope to
complete renovations by Summer 2010.

The proposal incorporates numerous ªgreeningº elements to
address Philadelphia's environmental goals. In particular, the
redesign will reduce stormwater overflow and the hot microcli-
mate, reuse the spray pool water to water plantings, and minimize
the urban heat island effect. And if you are asking yourself, what
the heck are ªstormwater overflow,º ªmicroclimate,º and ªurban
heat island effect,º we have an answer. Educational signs posted
at the park will explain Philadelphia's environmental challenges
and solutions.

The Friends of Shot Tower thank Senator Farnese, Councilman
DiCicco, QVNA, and Mary Grace Gorman (Shot Tower Play-
ground Supervisor) for their letters of support which bolstered the
application.

QVNA Community Parking Lot
Only $85 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street between Front
and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

Proposed improvements
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taxes and to keep seniors in their homes. This has quickly become
our biggest battle going forward.

As a retired business executive it would be my greatest pleasure
spending all my time with my three grandchildren. But I involve
myself in these quality of life issues for them, for my neighbors and
because there is no other place I would wish to live. It is my hope
that you will allow me to continue working on your behalf so that I
can fulfill our dreams for an even more beautiful, safer and afford-
able Queen Village.

Edward Bell (Running for Vice-President)
I am an architect and shortly after my wife and I moved to Philadel-
phia from Denver, Colorado in 1984, we bought a shell in the 200
block of Monroe that we renovated and moved into that fall. We
have two children, Patrick and Alex, who attend the Philadelphia
School and Friends Select School.

I have been a member of the board since Spring of 2004 when I
was asked to fill the term of a departing board member. I was a
member of the board previously in the late 1980s when I served two
terms, one as the Treasurer, when I worked on the rebuilding of The
Courtyards at Riverview and on greening projects.

Most recently I have worked on street cleaning programs and
efforts to stop the placement of a casino in our neighborhood. If re-
elected to the QVNA board, I'd continue this and additional work to
protect and improve this great neighborhood that many of us have
helped to make.

Bill Landy  (Running for Treasurer)
My wife Sandra and I live on the 300 block of Gaskill Street in
Queen Village in our recently renovated house. We enjoy spending
time walking our dogs through the maze of historic Queen Village
streets, patronizing the many fine BYOBs in our neighborhood, or
just meeting or making new friends in our family-like community.

Over the past two years, I have been a member of the QVNA
Board and this past year I chaired the Tax Committee, as well as
served as a member of the zoning committee. This experience has
been extremely rewarding. I originally sought a Board position to
assist in the fight against the Foxwoods casino on the riverfront and
to help prevent the unnecessary real estate tax increases, especially
real estate tax increases on our senior citizen neighbors who live on
a fixed income. Well, two years later, neither of these wars are won,
but we are not defeated. Over the course of the past three years,
many of our residents and neighboring communities scored battle
wins of which we can all be proud. The gains include the fact that
the shovel has not broken ground on Foxwoods on Columbus
Boulevard since the casino license was granted in December 2006
and the Board of Revision of Taxes is all but discredited and on the
verge of dismantlement as of this writing. I'm determined to help in
any way possible to maintain Queen Village's status as the best
neighborhood in the city.

My career over the past 20 years has been in insurance and
investments. I believe my business skills and acumen can best be
utilized as the Treasurer of QVNA. I currently work as an insurance
executive in Princeton, NJ, and earned my Undergraduate Degree
from Penn State and Masters Degree from the University of
Pennsylvania and hold the Certified Financial Planner" designa-
tion.

Kathy Dilonardo  (Running for Recording Secretary)
Kathy Dilonardo has lived in Queen Village for 34 years. During
most of that time she worked for the National Park Service as Chief
of Interpretation and Visitor Services at Independence National
Historical Park, and Chief of Interpretation for the 13-state North-
east Region of the National Park Service headquartered in Philadel-
phia. She has been an active participant in the QVNA general

QVNA Candidates Continued from page 1

Continued on page 5
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membership meetings, zoning meetings and as a member of the
Anti-Casino Committee, testifying on behalf of Queen Village
before City Council. Most recently she has served as the Recording
Secretary of the Board. Her retirement three years ago, has given her
the time, if re-elected, to serve a second term on the Queen Village
Neighbors Association Board as the recording secretary.

Don Ackerman (Running for the Board)
I have lived in Queen Village on the 200 block of Catharine Street for
26 years with my wife and two children. I'm a lawyer who works for
the public defender's office. Since the announcement of the
Foxwoods casino development, I have been working to re-site the
casino. I am the chairman of the QVNA Casino Committee and have
also represented QVNA at the Delaware River Neighborhood
Alliance meetings. I would like to be re-elected to the board because
I would like to continue to be active in issues involving waterfront
development and casino gambling. These issues will have a profound
influence on the long-term quality of life of our neighborhood. I am
also a long-term volunteer at Mario Lanza Park.

Al Dorof  (Running for the Board)
I've been a resident of Queen Village for 10 years now, on the 300
block of Monroe. You may have visited my home, since it was on
the Queen Village Open House Tour a few years ago.

I am the co-chair, with Jean Barr, of QVNA's Historical Preserva-
tion Committee. I've produced the first ever illustrated guide and
map to Queen Village houses listed on the Philadelphia Historical
Commission registry of historic buildings as well as a map of Queen
Village as it appeared in 1862. I organized the first oral history
public talk and web article featuring Marty Labb, and a web article
on Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, a Queen Village land-
mark at risk of demolition.

QVNA Candidates Continued from page 4

Continued on page 6
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Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

As a founding member of the historical committee at St. Philip
Neri Church, I produced various brochures and its outdoor interpre-
tive sign, which highlight its historic and architectural significance
to QV.

I'm committed to the history of Queen Village and the preserva-
tion of its unique buildings, and to serving the community more
broadly on the QVNA Board.

Walt Lowthian  (Running for the Board)
My wife, Linda, and I have lived at 427 Catharine Street for eight
years, watching and participating in the rather amazing changes in
our neighborhood. My first community work was with Weccacoe
Playground, in organizing cleanups and improvements that included
erecting fences and painting fences, planting trees. I have acted as
the informal Dept of Recreation coordinator for maintenance and
use. I continue by heading up the Friends of Weccacoe as well as
sharing in weekly Saturday morning maintenance parties.

My first QV work was analysis and testimony to City Council on
the 2002 property tax increase. In November 2003 I was elected to
the QVNA board and have since served on various committees
including Transportation, Strategic Planning, Tree Tenders,
Weccacoe Building (to lease and upgrade for community use) and
acting chair of the Parking sub-committee. My community work has
included co-author of the 2005 QVNA Community ªLook Into the
Futureº Survey, co-author of the 2005 QVNA Parking Survey,
contributor to the 2006 QVNA Traffic Survey and major contributor
to the Christian Street Traffic Analysis/Recommendation efforts.
Recently I have been involved in efforts to better meet community
needs regarding dogs for the benefit of both dog owners and those
without dogs. I hope to continue to be on the Board, working to
make our community a more pleasant, tranquil place to live.

Honey Pertnoy (Running for the Board)
My name is Honey Pertnoy. I have been a homeowner and resident
of Queen Village for the past 25 years and live at the Court at Old
Swedes (Swanson and Christian Streets). To me, being involved in
my community is an integral part of living here. I am president of
The Court at Old Swedes Homeowners' Association and represent
Old Swedes on the Central Delaware Advocacy Group (CDAG)
Board. CDAG is the organization that has been working with the
city and Penn Praxis to plan for the development of the Delaware
River and its environs. Political action has always been part of my
life. Being a member of the QVNA Board would be a way I can give
back to the Queen Village community where I have met so many
people and been privileged to make many friends.

Bill Stewart (Running for the Board)
My wife Debra and I have lived in Queen Village on Front Street
near South Street for five years. We moved here from the suburbs
and we both love this community. My son Will also lives in Queen
Village on Third Street. He works for the Philadelphia Department
of Recreation.

I am a business/real estate attorney with the law firm of Kaplin
Stewart and I have been practicing law for over 30 years. I have
extensive experience in real estate development. In my law practice I
frequently deal with zoning, traffic, storm water and environmental
issues. I also have experience appearing before the BRT and so I
understand the inequities of the real estate tax system in Philadel-
phia. I believe this experience could be useful in my service to the
QVNA Board.

I have served on the QVNA Transportation committee. My other
local community activities include service on the Youth Aid Panel at
the 3rd and 4th Police Districts, co-leadership of an inter-faith
dialogue group and helping with supervision of a Friday night youth
group for neighborhood kids. I would be honored to serve the Queen
Village community.

QVNA Candidates Continued from page 5

Continued on page 7
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Kids in City has new web site
The Center City District, with funding from the William Penn
Foundation, has launched a new web site. Kidsincentercity.com
serves as an online hub for information for parents about neigh-
borhood and recreational activities, summer camps, museums,
doctors, retailers, exhibits, after-school classes and much more.
Included is a searchable calendar of family-friendly events
provided by the Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance's
PhillyFunGuide. The site also provides fun Center City-themed
coloring pages and desktop wallpaper.

The new site builds upon the success and framework of the
CenterCitySchools.com site, incorporating such resources as the
Philadelphia public elementary school boundary map, K-12
school enrollment information and maps and listings of all Center
City preschools and K-12 schools. You can also sign up to receive
an email newsletter.

Philabundance has new Friday site
Philabundance has opened a new Fresh For All location at Front
and Tasker Streets which will operate from 1:30 to 2:30 pm every
Friday. Fresh For All puts free, fresh produce into the hands of
those who need it. The program operates every week, year-round,
rain or shine. Everyone is welcome to participate, and no ID or
verification is required.

Fresh For All is looking for volunteers willing to help from 1 to
3 pm on Fridays during the distribution at Front and Tasker
Streets (in the parking lot under 95). For more information on
volunteering with Fresh For All, please call 215-220-1920.

Ted Warren (Running for the Board)
Ted Warren is a resident of the 500 block of Carpenter Street where
he lives with his wife and two children. He has served previously on
the QVNA Board and worked to address issues of crime, blight, and
public safety. He worked with neighbors to resurrect the town watch
program and acted as liaison with 3rd District Police through
monthly PDAC meetings.

As a resident of the ªforgotten blocksº of Queen Village (Chris-
tian Street to Washington Ave., 5th Street to 6th Street), Ted has
been active in community efforts to reduce blight and improve
quality of life both in the area he lives, and the neighborhood in
general. Derelict properties and empty lots are a haven for crime,
drugs and dumping, and are a clear detriment to the fabric of our
neighborhood. Along with other local residents, Ted started the
Forgotten Blocks Task Force (FBTF) to address these and other
issues in the area. Working with the Councilman's office, QVNA
and Bella Vista Town Watch, and a number of city agencies, the
group has been successful in getting structures demolished and
empty lots cleaned and sealed. This summer the FBTF was invited
to become a committee of the QVNA Board with Ted serving as
representative to the board. With the support of the residents of
Queen Village he would like to serve as a member of the QVNA
board to continue to address these issues and others that affect our
neighborhood.

QVNA Candidates Continued from page 6




