Battle continues over
Revision of Taxes Board

By Jeff Rush,QVNA President
The City is moving rapidly to address
problems with the Board of Revision of
Taxes. The following is a recap of events
to date.

On October 23, the Tax Task Force

presented its recommendations for future

tax policy to Mayor Nutter. The Task
Force proposed shifting a greater portior]
of taxes to property owners. However,
they acknowledged this shift will result in
a precipitous and rolling tax increase on
the city's middle class.

Neighborhood groups meeting individu
ally and collectively since late summer
have expressed grave concerns about a

this and, while accepting the need to pay a

fair share of the tax load, by no means
have written the City a blank check.

In mid-October, the following resolu-
tion was endorsed by representatives fro
several 1st District neighborhoods:
aThe Communities of Queen Village,

Continued on page 2

Revitalized spray pool
area coming soon to

Shot Tower!

By Jared Littman

The Friends of Shot Tower, a neighbor-
hood group dedicated to the beautificatid
and physical improvement of Shot Tower
Playground, has exciting news. Our grod
was awarded a city-funded $50,000
GreenPlan Philadelphia grant to revitaliz

the spray pool area on the west side of the

park. The grant was extremely competiti
as over 40 city park groups applied.
The dilapidated spray pool will be
transformed into a haven for children to
laugh, play, and cool off in the hot
summers. Work includes refinishing the
cracked surface; installing new and
exciting spray posts and ground sprays;
and activating a publicly-accessible wate
flow push button. The redesign will
benefit residents of all ages as the entire
surrounding area and side passageway
will be revitalized. We will plant trees and
install new plants; build a 2green wall®
cabling system for climbing vines to

Continued on page 3

Save the date
The Annual QVNA gy l |

Christmas Party will - A
be held 6:30 to 9:30 pm, Wednesday,
December 16 in beautiful historic Old
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QVNA General Meeting
November 19, 7:30 pm
St. Philip Neri, 218 Queen Street

GUEST SPEAKER:
STATE SENATOR LARRY FARNESE

QVNA BOARD VOTING,  7:30 - 8:30 pm
Bring ID; fill out a membership application to
join, and vote on the spot.

Residents will elect QVNA Board
officers and fill five Board positions at
the November meeting. Below are the
candidates' biographical statements.

- Jeff Rush (Running for President)
Those of you who've been reading my
column in theCrier for the last 33
months know my name is Jeff and I'm
running for re-election as President of
QVNA. Early in my term we moved to
reform the QVNA bylaws to simplify
voting procedures and have strived to
mmake your civic open to dialog with the
neighbors through the QVNA website,
email communications, therier and
public meetings.
| am quite proud of the accomplish-
ments of our Director and Board which
| believe to be functioning at a high
level. Building on the work of past
QVNA administrations, we maintain
and have enhanced a well respected,
robust volunteer committee system,
n which includes zoning and liquor
transportation, to name a few. We have

P proudly added the #forgotten blocks®

our family of committees, chaired by
our newest board member, Ted Warren.
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demanding as we worked through
various problems most notably the
waterfront casino sitings. As hard as we
all worked to have the casinos sited
away from our neighborhoods,
Sugarhouse has finally broken ground
and Foxwoods has been ordered to
move ahead at Delaware and Reed
Streets by State authorities.

It is unclear at this point whether

Swede's Church hall.

Candidates for election to QVNA Board

Foxwoods will be able to meet their planning
and financing requirements but in any case, if
re-elected, we will continue to work to protect
and enhance this neighborhood to the absolute
best of our ability.

| consider community service a privilege and
respect for others' opinions to be the most
important aspect of that service. | believe by
temperament and experience | have helped
build on the work of so many contributors to
our great neighborhood and ask for your
support at the November 19th QVNA elections.

Richard Wolk (Running for Executive Vice-
President)

Three years ago | stood before you as a
candidate for the Board and pledged that if
elected | would fight for transparent and open
elections. No more pre-requirements other than
being a resident of Queen Village. | achieved
this goal soon after my election. Now it's up to
you to come out, register and vote. The more
people involved in our civic association the
stronger politically we become to fight to keep
casinos away from the river, to fight for

licenses, town watch, casinos, taxes, andequitable property taxes, to keep our seniors in

their homes, to help the less fortunate in our
midst and to provide safety for all of our

| taskforce on our southern most sector to citizens. These are the issues that | fight for

every day on your behalf.
A charter member of the Delaware River

The last several years have been quite Neighborhood Alliance, | have fought for the

re-siting of the casinos from the river so that
the river bank could be used as a green space
for the recreation and pleasure of all Philadel-
phians. The fight continues. As a member of
our Zoning Committee | have been entrusted in
making sure that our beautiful village remains
essentially true to its historic roots. | now also
gladly serve on our Tax Committee where we
will continue the fight for fairness in property

Continued on page 4
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aAmbassador®

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Condos - TH - Apt. Complexes
Indoor/Outdoor cleaning & care

$HOP  Quality + Savings
267-505-7178

Insured A QV Company

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics

Frequent Shopper
MARKE T&C AFE Disgounts PP

Tel 215.922.1146
Natural Foods pax 2159225150

Patricia Bentz CPDT, CDBC
Certified Dog Trainer & Canine Behavior Counselor

“Going to the Dogs”
K-9 Training & Behavioral Therapy

* One-on-One Obedience Training at Home
* Behavioral Consultation
* Reward-Based Methods Only

(215) 551-5254
Queen Village
Gift Certificates Available

Hours by Appointment

STATE INSPECTION CERTIFIED

EMISSIONS TESTING

SUPERIOR AUTO CARE, INC.

900 S. 2ND STREET
215-271-1439
PETER CUNDO

OWNER-OPERATOR
CERTIFIED TECHNICIAN

COMPLETE SERVICE
ON FGREIGN AND
DOMESTIC CARS

TEAM

real estate. real advice
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i Bill Grubb
w  Stephanie & Joe Carter
Jason Katz
610-649-4500 Office
610-658-5385 Direct
bgrubb@juno.com

www.grubbteam.com

@ Prudential  rox & Roach, REALTORS"

An Independently Owned and Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Battle over tax board

continued from page 1

Pennsport, East Passyunk Crossing, Washington 8dMast and
River's Edge strongly support legislation to refoomotherwise
dismantle the BRT and look forward to public hegsiin City
Council in order to participate in deliberations &show best to
put years of abuse and miscalculation by the curfaited
process of determining market values for tax puegdsehind us?®

On October 27, the City began hearings on the @dolof the
BRT and reassignment of its duties. This would d@eplished
by creating an Office of Property Assessment andrbgiting a
new Board of Property Assessment Appeals. The Mayiti
Council approval, would appoint the members of ¢hesrious
entities. A total restructuring of the system igtal first step in
reforming the property tax assessment and appeeatgs.

To address the ballooning tax load, the Tax Taskd-oecom-
mended a 2homestead® tax reduction, built in cajgbather
means to buffer or 8lessen the burden® of these tages, but the
reality is, according to the Tax Task Force repthit the neces-
sary technology to insure 2fair and accurate® assests will not
be in place before 2012.

The 1st District representatives' resolution conés:

aFurther, on behalf of the residents of the aforetiened
communities, the respective Boards of these assmtsacall on
City Officials to rescind all planned and actuaktacreases for
2010 and immediately enact a moratorium on new esgdte tax
assessments by the BRT (or its successor) unlestibthe
process for determining market values has been rdad®nstra-
tively fair, accurate and removed from politicalntamination?

QVNA will continue to represent this neighborhood'svital
interests regarding taxes and will report importantdevelop-
ments as they occur.

Two Upcoming Events
Landscape paintings at Alliance;
Two Tenors at St. Philip Neri

- QV residentWillam Kosman's landscape paintingsare on
view at the Alliance Francaise de Philadelphie (l¥&lnut
Street) from Friday, November 13 through Decemigekdsman
studied at the Art Students' League in New Yorle Eieisher Art
Memorial, and the Conservatoire des Arts Plastiguésesne,
France. He paints the Normandy countryside, anevbiks have
been exhibited at the Woodmere Art Museum and thikdrel-
phia Museum of Art's Artworks Gallery.

- Most of us are aware of the rich music heritage &adition of
Queen Village. Join St. Philip Neri as two of ounekt tenors B
Leon Plocha and Jack Paulos B accompanied by osgani
Marianne Molinaro, lead us in a Carolfest, 2Do Ydear What |
Hear?° at 7 pm, December 2 at St. Philip Neri, @l&en Street.
Interesting facts will be blended into the progré@id you know,
for instance, that 20h Little Town of Bethlehem asvwritten by
an Anglican Bishop at Holy Trinity Church on Ritteuse
Square in Philadelphia in 1868 after a visit to lttady Land? All
are invited. Bring the children. Join your neighgjore'll have
refreshments. Become part of the long and ongoinee® Village
musical legacy.
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QV Tree Tenders needs volunteers!

Do you enjoy being outside? Do you enjoy our sttests? QV
Tree Tenders invites you to join in with a very $intaut devoted
handful of volunteers. We have organized seveeal plantings
over the last five years in conjunction with thatetsponsored
aTreeVitalize® program and with a few more hands, eould also
organize tree care sessions to improve the pitghinh trees are
planted. Consider taking the Philadelphia Greer Tienders
workshop coming up in January. Go to www.pennsyitvan
horticultural society.org and follow the link to @e Tenders.©
Contact Carla at info@qvna.org

Note to all new tree ownerdf you have a treegator bag on you
tree, remove it for the winter. The bark of treesieant to be
exposed to the elements.

Old computer monitors, TVs:

Curbside for the trash? No!

Computers and other electronics contain numeromarbaus
materials or metals. Computer monitors, for examgdatain
four to eight pounds of lead. Here are a coupl@ajfs in which
to safely dispose of computer equipment. Take théoStreets
Department's Hazardous Waste Drop-Off sites. Tlaeeeseveral
in the city, all listed on the Department's welest
www.phila.gov/streets

Also check out the Clean Air Council's web site. Bylow-
ing the links at www.useitagainpa.org you can #ndumber of
companies in Philadelphia that take computer egergm

b Carla Pupp@VNA Executive Directo

Proposed improvements

Coming soon to Shot Tower Continued from page 1

provide shade; and install new benches. The Frieh&$ot
Tower want the area to serve as a communal 2frard®where
families and friends will come to play, talk, aredax. We hope to
complete renovations by Summer 2010.

The proposal incorporates numerous 2greening® efesnt®
address Philadelphia's environmental goals. Inigalgr, the
redesign will reduce stormwater overflow and thermirocli-
mate, reuse the spray pool water to water plantiagd minimize
the urban heat island effect. And if you are askiagrself, what
the heck are @stormwater overflow,° 2microclimatafd 2urban
heat island effect,® we have an answer. Educatisigals posted
at the park will explain Philadelphia’'s environmanthallenges
and solutions.

The Friends of Shot Tower thank Senator Farnesen€ionan
DiCicco, QVNA, and Mary Grace Gorman (Shot ToweayPI
ground Supervisor) for their letters of support evhbolstered the
application.

QVNA Community Parking Lot
Only $85 per month!

(Enter on Christian Street between Front
and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660
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