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Additional parking?
Due to increased demand, QVNA is
considering opening the south end of the
community lot under I95 between Front
and Water Streets for additional parking.
The entrance to that lot would be from
Washington Avenue. If you have an interest
in renting a space at a very reasonable rate
contact the QVNA office at info@qvna.org
or 215 339-0975. Your name will then be
placed on a preferred list.

QVNA Community
Parking Lot

Only $85 per month!
(Enter on Christian Street between Front

and Columbus Boulevard)

Call 215 569-8400, ext 4660

by Ted Warren
Six neighborhood  projects Ðamong them,
plantings, signs, a composter and an
irrigation system Ð will benefit from
QVNA grants and a stream-lined grant
processing system.

Last summer Queen Village Neighbors
Association invited greening groups in
Queen Village to submit grant proposals
for funding gardening and greening
projects. By the September deadline, the
board had received grant requests from
various volunteer groups that are involved
with our parks, playgrounds and commu-
nity gardens in the neighborhood.

The proposed projects focused on
infrastructure repairs and improvements,
but also included plans for irrigation,
plantings and landscaping, as well as
improvements in composting and recycling
practices. Led by QVNA board member
Kathy DiLonardo, the QVNA Grants
Committee reviewed the grant submis-
sions, followed up to clarify the scope of
work, finances, and timelines for the
proposed projects, and then evaluated
them.

The committee submitted their recom-
mendations to the QVNA Board of
Directors in February, which voted
unanimously to approve the requests.

The groups being awarded grants are:
Friends of Shot Tower (Front and Carpen-
ter Streets) for plantings adjacent to the
soon-to-be-rehabilitated spray pool;
Friends of Mario Lanza Park (200 block

Eagerly awaiting spring
Queen Village awards greening, gardening
grants to six groups

of Catharine Street) for an irrigation
system to water plant beds and grass areas;
Bodine Street Community Garden (900
block of South Bodine Street) for a garden
pathway, a composter and repair of the
entrance gate.

Friends of Weccacoe Playground (400
block of Catharine Street) for historic
signs; the Sixth Street Community
Garden (1000 block of South Sixth Street)
for an iron fence along the street side of the
garden and composter; and the
Southwark-Queen Village Community
Garden (300 block of Christian Street) for
bulbs and other flowering plants along the
Christian Street side of the garden.

The six grants total about $24,000 and
Continued on page 7

President's Message:
by Jeff Rush, QVNA President

Casino Update
On March 3 the PA Gaming Board contin-
ued their deliberations on Steve Wynn's last
ditch effort to save the Foxwood
partnership's license at Columbus Boule-
vard and Reed Streets. The following is an
update appreciatively provided by Council-
man DiCicco:

ªThe Gaming Board found that
Foxwood's has not met its burden of
compliance or otherwise provided sufficient
excuse but finds progress has been made.
The Board has not received sufficient
reason to lift the order of Feb 10 and
sanctions (fines) will continue to accrue.

ªFurther, the order requires that board
must receive all financial documentation by
3/30 and board counsel will testify on 4/3 as
to whether that requirement has been
complied with. Further, Foxwoods must
submit all renderings and other relevant
documents as previously required by April 26.

ªThe matter will be placed on the agenda
for April 29 to assess the need for further
action. At least one Board member ex-
pressed grave concerns that a change of
control (to Steve Wynn) will ever occur and
said this order will ensure the process keeps
moving forward. That board member
characterized testimony as ªinteresting but
not compellingº to lift sanctions, although
he said he will ªkeep an open mind.º

It appears that we will soon find out how
badly Mr. Wynn wants the casino at
Delaware and Reed Streets. His team has
their work cut out for them. If the bid fails,
Mr. Wynn let it be known that since table
games have been approved, he would have
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President's Message           continued from page 1

Meeting your real estate needs with professional excellence!

Michele Golembeski, R.N.
Realtor Associate

Voicemail (215) 922-3600 Ext: 325
Cell: (215) 850-9227

E-Mail: mgrealtor@comcast.net
226 South Street · Philadelphia, PA 19147
215-922-4200 · Fax: 215-922-7774

May we bring some
color to your home or office?

R. CHOBERT
PAINTING & PAPERHANGING
641 Reed Street, Philadelphia

(215) 389-7788
CREATING BEAUTY SINCE 1967

         Pa License #PA031988

F o u r t h   a n d   C a t h a r i n e    S t

CHECK OUT THE NEWLY RENOVATED WICCACO MARKET
(formerly ªJohn's Marketº) Owners John and Suzi Yoo, who have been at
the site for 18  years, have completely transformed the space. They will
have more organic food and vegetables, fresh cheeses and more.
Wiccaco means ªPleasant Placeº       Phone Orders to 215-922-7735

a strong interest in applying for a license (presumably at another site).
The following comments were sent by email from ªUnde-

cidedº to the QVNA office: ªIf you are going to print letters or
testimonies or sermons for or against casinos, [you should] present
both sides of the issue. So far all I hear is this fear of prostitutes, or
MOB rule on the streets, or having the neighborhood overun by
ªundesirablesº whatever that means.

ªI have NOT heard one solid argument against casinos that
makes sense, nor a good argument for me to support these
arguments. If the Crier is to have credibility let's present more
than just emotional arguments based on false information.º

We will feature a discussion of the casino issue, pro and con,
at the March 18 General Membership meeting. Councilman
DiCicco will be in attendance. This is an opportunity to
express your opinion on this vital issue so we urge your
attendence. We also encourage all interested residents to email
QVNA with their point of view.

Real Estate Taxes Frozen Until Review
Real Estate taxes have been frozen at current levels until a city
wide review of current property values can be accurately formu-
lated. The moratorium on new assessments is expected to
continue through 2011. Mayor Nutter asked for and got an
increase (from 1 to 2 percent) in the sales tax the city will receive,
and a postponement of pension contributions to cover expenses
until the mess with the Board of Revision of Taxes can be
straightened out. There will be a ballot question this spring to
allow the City Charter to be changed to authorize the reorganiza-
tion of the BRT.

Merging of the 3rd and 4th Police Districts
Last month I reported that a merger would occur for the two
police districts from Lombard Street south to the Stadium area.
Several meetings occurred in February including one for South
Street and another for a briefing for all the civic reps in those
areas with Commissioner Ramsey.

The new Commander of the combined district, named the
3rd, will be Captain Michael Weaver. Captain Weaver ran the 3rd
District for six years up until two years ago and knows the area
and its problems well. We welcome his return. Our current
Captain, Joe McDowell has been placed in charge of the
Department's new information services which includes enhanced
computerization and communications. We wish him well in his
new assignment.
 We greatly appreciated Commissioner Ramsey taking the
time to give us a briefing and also appreciate Councilman
DiCicco for facilitating this meeting. Thanks, too, to Captain
Weaver's attendance at out February Board and General Meeting.
 The merger is scheduled to occur sometime this month. If all
goes well, the change should be seamless since both districts
combined will continue to be run out of the 11th and Wharton
Streets station.
 The South Street detail will remain unchanged, and the
ranking officer, Lt. Gerry McShea, will remain in charge and be
given additional responsibility for operations in Queen Village.
Lt. McShea has always been responsive and understands quite
well the needs of the area and will no doubt continue to serve the
community at a high level. Please direct any comments or
questions to the QVNA office.
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MARIO LANZA PARK DOG RUN RULES
Hours of Use: 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Please observe the following regulations, which incorporate American
Kennel Club guidelines for safe and healthy dog runs. Owners are

legally responsible for their dogs.
1. City laws must be observed, including:

· Dogs must be licensed and vaccinated; tags must be worn.
Philadelphia Code 10-103(1-5)
· Clean up after your dog (Put waste in receptacle in dog run).
Philadelphia Code10-105(1-2)
· Excessive barking prohibited (No more than 5 barks within 5
minutes). Philadelphia Code 10-403(6)
· Dogs outside the run must remain on a leash at all times.
Philadelphia Code 10-104(1)

2. Dogs in the run must be accompanied at all times. You must maintain
vocal and visual control over your dog.

3. No biting, fighting, or bullying. You must remove your dog from the
run following any aggressive behavior.

4. Buckle collars or harnesses are required; ªchokeº or spiked collars are
prohibited.

5. Barking dogs must be quieted or removed from the run.
6. Female dogs in heat, intact males over 8 months of age, puppies under

4 months of age, and dogs with contagious diseases are prohibited.
7. Children under 12 are not permitted without an adult.
8. Three dogs maximum per owner/handler.
9. Do not bring toys that make noise or toys that cannot be shared into

the run.
10. Do not bring any food, dog treats, or glass containers into the run.
11. Use of the dog run obligates you to repair any damage caused by

your dog (refilling holes, etc.) and to pay for any injuries caused by
your dog.

Please toilet your dog in the dog run
or before you enter Mario Lanza Park.

To contact the PA SPCA, call 267 385-3800
For the Third District Police, call 215 686-3030; South Street Police

Mini Station, call 215 922-6706

FROM CARLA PUPPIN, E XECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Rules for Mario Lanza Park Dog Run
Following up on last month's article in the Crier about working
towards improvements in the dog run at Mario Lanza Park, the
Dog Run Committee, comprised of members of the Friends of
Mario Lanza Park, QVNA Board members, and the QVNA
Director, has compiled rules for the dog run. Posted rules will
bring the dog run into line with other dog runs in our city parksÐ
Seger Park Dog Run (10th and Lombard), Columbus Square Dog
Run (12th and Wharton), Schuykill River Dog Park (23rd and
Spruce), as well as with national standards for dog runs.

The committee consulted web sites on dog runs, the Ameri-
can Kennel Club's standard rules and regulations, and specifically
examined the posted rules at the dog runs listed above. While
some rules vary given individual situations, the committee found
that there was a great deal of consistency as to a core set of rules.
The insight and experience of the dog owning members of the
committee helped guide it in considering the specific characteris-
tics of the MLP run. The Department of Recreation, which has
jurisdiction over the park and the dog run, has approved the rules.
The committee hopes that posting rules will be another improve-
ment that will help to ensure that the dog run is safe and healthy
for all users, and that nearby residents are not disturbed.

Below are the rules that will be posted.  The rules will go up
in temporary laminated form at the two entrances to the dog run
on or about March 13. We welcome comments. Should there be
any need for changes before the installation of the permanent
metal signs, they will be incorporated.  Email your comments by
April 4 to info@qvna.org
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SAVE THE DATE:
SPRING CLEAN UP SATURDAY, APRIL 24  
By Ed Bell, Clean Streets Chair
QVNA, in partnership with the Philadelphia More Beautiful
Committee (PMBC) will hold our first clean up of the season on
April 24.

Additionally, the City of Philadelphia will be holding its annual
Philly Spring Clean Up on April 1.

Although all blocks are welcome to participate in as many
clean ups as you like, I would suggest that as a community we
pace ourselves, and adopt the PMBC's schedule.

That 2010 schedule is: April 24, June 19, August 14. All clean
up days are Saturdays. Bags of street trash will be picked up if
placed on the corner that same day. QVNA will offer logistic and
material support for participants at our office including brooms,
gloves, bags, and advice dispensed with coffee and donuts.

As you may have noticed, there is no PMBC street clean-up
scheduled for the fall. This is a serious oversight and we will try
to convince the PMBC to schedule a fall clean up when most or
all of the leaves are off the trees.

If you are interested in being a PMBC block captain and are
willing to help organize your block, please forward your name
and email address to QVNA at info@qvna.org.

Celebrate South Philadelphia
Don Ron Books is seeking submissions for South Philly Fiction, a
collection of stories highlighting South Philadelphia as a source
of literary inspiration. All stories must be written by authors who
are from, have lived in, or currently live in, the Philadelphia area.
Submitted stories must be substantially set in South Philadelphia.
(Boundaries: South Street and south, the Schuylkill, and the
Delaware.)

Stories cannot exceed 7,500 words; there is no lower word limit.
Unpublished and unknown writers welcome; any genre, no
language restrictions. Fiction only, no poetry. Previously published
stories are okay with permission to republish.No submission fee.

Stories must be received by April 15. Send submissions to:
phillyfiction@yahoo.com. Write: ªSPF, your last name, story nameº
in the subject line (e.g., ªSPF, Franklin, Poor Richards Almanacº).
Provide your name, address, phone number, and email, and
enclose a brief bio that includes your affiliation with the city of
brotherly love. Authors whose stories are selected will be expected
to work with editors to fine tune their submissions, but will have
final approval on published text. Selected authors will receive $20
and a copy of the published book. Don Ron Books reserves the
rights to republish the stories in subsequent reprints, authors
otherwise retain rights to their works. Email
phillyfiction@yahoo.com with any questions.

Coolest Block in Town Contest
Mayor Nutter recently announced the ªCoolest Block in Townº
contest, a competition that promotes cost-efficient, energy-saving
steps that any homeowner can take. With the contest, one winning
block will get a complete ªenergy makeover.º  The competition is
open to all row home residents, but participants on a block must
submit their entry through just one resident. Each homeowner
must sign a request form to participate. Participating homeowners
on the winning block will receive repairs to existing roofs, if
needed; a white, elastomeric roof coating, a complete energy au-
dit to assess where insulation and air-sealing could improve effi-
ciency, and the installation of sealants and insulation.

The contest is being jointly promoted by the City, the Energy
Coordinating Agency (ECA) and Dow Building & Construction.

Deadline for entering the contest is April 5, and the winning
block will be announced May 10. For more information, go to
www.retrofitphilly.com
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Christian Street Update
by Richard Wolk, Executive Vice President
Now that we have passed the halfway point in our eight-month
test of changing the traffic signage at the intersection of Christian
Street with Moyamensing & Second, I would like to report to you
that the comments I have received have been very useful in
pinpointing concerns and problems. Thank you to all who
emailed me via the QVNA office.  Where there have been
concerns, we have continued to work with city officials to rectify
them and therefore to make the outcome more positive.

Let's take a moment to review why the Streets Department, the
Police Department, residents, and QVNA came together to
discuss the problems that led to the modification of the existing
signage at that intersection.

Above all, the purpose of the change was not to speed up drive
time, but just the opposite Ð to slow it down. We were primarily
concerned with the safety of pedestrians crossing this intersec-
tion; drivers' safety as they moved through this intersection was
secondary.

Previously, the biggest concern had been about delivery trucks
blocking a traffic lane and potentially causing a traffic hazard.
The police have addressed this problem and the owner of the 24/7
made changes in delivery times and in the location of parked
trucks making deliveries. We are also discussing other remedies.
Most of us resist change, but over a period of time, the change
becomes the norm.

The change has slowed down traffic through the corridor. At
the same time, since there are no stop lights, cars actually get
through the intersection more quickly, but at a steady pace.  ª25
MPH Speed Limitº signs have been placed along Christian Street
from Broad to Front.

This is not a done deal and is still a work in progress. Our April
General Meeting will be an open discussion of this trial. Repre-
sentatives from the Streets and Police Departments will attend. At
this point in time, written comment to QVNA has virtually
stopped. Your opinion is important, so if you have an observation,
please email or call the office.  I would like to hear from you well
before that meeting.

2010 Census FormÐSend It In!
The 2010 Census population count will be used to determine how
much federal money comes to our communitiesÐabout $2500
per personÐfor neighborhood revitalization, schools, parks,
affordable housing, roads and programs like job training,
children's health care, and Head Start.
  It's pretty simpleÐmore people means more money. So fill out
your form and send it in!

And speaking of the census . . .
QV had some new residents in February who were smiling and
stoop-sitting around the neighborhood.
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trinity framing
701 s. 3rd st.
215.351.1600
www.trinityframing.com

719 S. Fourth Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Prepared Foods to Go
Vitamins & Cosmetics
Frequent Shopper
Discounts

Tel 215.922.1146
FAX 215.922.5150Natural Foods

Open House Tour May 16
The Queen Village Open House Tour will be on Sunday, May 16,
noon to 4 pm. It's a fun event that features homes in Queen Vil-
lage that are historic, beautifully decorated, innovative, eclectic,
and more. Might your house be one of these? Would you like to
show it off? If you are interested in putting your home on the
tour, please contact Carla at the office for details.

Attention artists and crafts people¼
Art in the Park in Mario Lanza Park will be held from11 am until
5 pm on Sunday, May 16 with a rain date of Sunday, May 23.
This is a successful, well-attended annual event  for artists to
show and sell their work. The fee of $25 per 8x8 space goes
towards beautification of the park. Please call me, Gail Chapman,
at 215-922-1829 by Friday, May to reserve your spot. I'll tell you
where to send the fee, give directions if needed, and answer any
questions you might have. I hope you can participate and look
forward to hearing from you soon. Spread the word to all your
creative friends! Ð Gail Chapman

Philadelphia's Great Experiment
Please join us for a private screening of excerpts from three time
Philadelphia mayoral candidate Sam Katz's documentary film
project, ªPhiladelphia: The Great Experiment,º an epic seven-part
series on the history of Philadelphia.

It's Tuesday, March 23 at 7:30 pm at Society Hill Synagogue
418 Spruce Street. Recommended minimum donation for attend-
ing this presentation is $10 per person. We especially welcome
sponsor donations of $180 or more. Event proceeds will support
the preservation of our own historic building through a matching
grant from the Partners for Sacred Places/Philadelphia Regional
Fund. To RSVP for this exiting event, please e-mail
office@societyhillsynagogue.org or visit our website
www.societyhillsynagogue.org

WELCOME SPRING IN QV
with these events

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Sometime ago there was an article published in the Queen Village
Crier about the status of Emanuel Lutheran Church formerly lo-
cated at 4th and Carpenter Sts. This article is to set the record
straight. Emanuel has relocated to the Church of St John's the
Evangelist at 3rd and Reed Streets. In the previous article,
Emanuel was painted as a dying, dwindling congregation. That is
not true. While the numbers do not compare to the numbers of the
70's and 80's Emanuel is on the rise. Under the leadership of Pas-
tor Eaddy and guided by the Holy Spirit, Emanuel has grown
from a worship size of 15 to an average of over 65 people in wor-
ship on any given Sunday. The ministries now include a weekly
feeding ministry on Thursdays from 4:30- 6 pm, a dance ministry
on Fridays from 6-8 pm, a midweek worship service on Wednes-
days from 6-7 pm, and two services on Sunday at 8:15 and 10 am
respectively.

However, even with the rise in numbers, the congregation
was too small to handle the rigors and challenges that the old
building presented. Partnering with St John's Episcopal Church
was a move that benefited both congregations. The two congrega-
tions worship jointly every Sunday and are working on consolida-
tion sometime in the near future. We invite you to worship with
us and see for yourself: Small but growing in number and big in
Spirit.    Ð The Rev Cornelius D. Eaddy

Editor's Note: The article about Emanuel Lutheran Church and its
congregation appeared in the September 2009 Crier. We are de-
lighted to have this update, and wish you well.
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311: The Number to Call
ªThe street light is out on my streetÐhow can I get it fixed?º
ªThere is a dead tree on my blockÐhow do I report it?º
ªHow do I apply for a business permit?º

For these and any other questions regarding city services, the
answer is, call 311. In place for over a year, 311 is for all non-
emergency City services or information. The 311 Center helps
organize requests for service from citizens, keeps track of the
requests, and also holds city agencies and departments account-
able for responding quickly to the problem.

QVNA Book Club: April meeting
The Queen Village Book Club will meet at 7 pm on April 12 at
Gloria Dei (Old Swedes) Church to discuss The 19th Wife by
David Ebershoff. The book is a parallel story of polygamy:
Brigham Young's expulsion of one of his wives from the Mormon
Church and a modern-day murder mystery set in a polygamous
compound in Utah.

represent a significant investment in the continued beautification
and greening of Queen Village. What's more, the work of the
committee has provided a formal template for a submission,
review, and approval process, should QVNA have grant funds to
award in the future.

The approved projects will begin in the spring and are expected
to be completed by December 1 this year. The QVNA Board was
pleased to initiate the grants program and to have the chance to
support such vital neighborhood green spaces. Representatives of
all the groups have been invited to attend the March General
Meeting so they can officially be recognized for the important
contributions they make to our neighborhood.

Greening grants           Continued from page 1




